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Erin  00:26 
Hello, and welcome to All Things Teen. In this episode we are going to talk with our awesome friend Becky, 
who's the librarian, and she is going to talk to us about middle grade titles or middle school...Well, there's 
actually we should talk about the controversy of middle grade versus middle school. 
 
Becky  00:47 
 Yeah. 
 
Erin  00:49 
Welcome, Becky, please tell us what library you're from and a little bit about your library. 
 
Becky  00:54 
Thanks. So, I work at the Longview Public Library in Longview, Washington, not to be confused with the other 
Longview, which is in Texas. I am the Teen Services Librarian here. So, I'm the manager of our youth department. 
And that's like birth through high school. And we are a municipal library. So, we are a single building, city 
department. And we serve like a medium sized city and the surrounding rural district as well. 
 
Erin  01:31 
Awesome. Yeah. Have you guys been open recently?  
 
Becky  01:37 
We, um, we reopen some partial hours, February 22. And just expanded our hours April 5. So, a little bit, yeah, 
we've been doing and are still doing like a drive up, pickup service. We started in June last year. And all of our 
programs and stuff have been online. Or what we do like a, like a craft program, where it's there's a video online 
to watch and get instructions, and then you pick up the supplies. So that's what we've been doing. 
 
Erin  02:15 
That's good, do you...so, I know out of you and I were on the great graphic novels committee last year together. 
And one thing I love and it can rely on is you read a lot of a lot. Some people would say tween books, some 
people will say, middle grade, some people would say middle school books. So, I can always ask you for 
suggestions. So actually, let's…let's talk to people about what the middle grade versus middle school conundrum 
is. 
 
Becky  02:49 
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Yeah, so in my mind, I think of a middle grade as like a publishing designation, that would encompass I would say 
like grades four through seven. And when we talk Middle School, we usually mean like, grades six through eight. 
So. there's like an overlap there. And sometimes Middle School is like a middle grade book, publishing wise. And 
then sometimes it's considered young adult/teen. There's and there's just like, a lot of crossover.  
 
Erin  03:30 
Yeah, I always thought middle grade of like fourth through six. But yeah, it can be like a lot of people have 
different grade ranges, they think middle grade is. But I think generally, middle school is six through eight. And it 
can be hard to find books for middle schoolers because of that, because a lot of...there might be books that are 
great for sixth graders, but that are not, like maybe too easy for eighth graders or not enough interest for eighth 
graders. 
 
Becky  04:05 
Yeah, like, the character is too young or seems younger than they are. Even if in this book, they are in middle 
school. 
 
Erin  04:18 
This was really apparent to me yesterday, when I was making a cart of bias books. We get our prize books from 
Books for School, which is amazing. And I was looking through so many titles. So, I always look through the 15 
plus and the 13 to 14 for our teens. But then I always have to go through the nine through 12 category. And I 
have to look at each one and determine, okay, how old is the character? What are the grades and ages that they 
say this is appropriate for this? Is going to be like, not of interest to teens is it you know...and so how do you 
make that call between each book and there's probably like at least 100 titles that were interesting that I would 
like to add to our list. 
 
Becky  05:06 
Does your library have like a middle school collection?  
 
Erin  05:10 
We don't although we're talking about it, I think it would be pretty cool. I think I would like it if I got to pull, like a 
few titles from YA to move there. Yeah, we do have a few things that are in both collections. Like I just realized 
that I have Red Wall in YA and they also have it in Youth. I'm like, maybe I should just move all that to Youth. For 
me, it's a space issue more than anything. But 
 
Becky  05:38 
Yeah, I make some…some decisions based on that.  
 
Erin  05:41 
How about you? Do you see your library have a separate collection?  
 
Becky  05:44 
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We don't. And we talked about it, talked about it before, not for a while about having a breakout section. There 
is like a space issue at our library too. But it is, like you said, so difficult. I know, with graphic novels, a lot of 
times you'll get ones in there like you know, suggested ages like 10 to 14. And luckily, I can read a graphic novel 
pretty quickly. And then just making that decision based on like my reading of it. And often things will go to the 
younger section, because there's more space there. And a good readership, I feel like in our library, like middle 
schools, especially looking into the comics that graphic novel sections are really willing to like, go in between 
them. But like you said, looking at the prize books is sometimes you don't know until you really look at the book. 
 
Erin  06:44 
Yeah, true.  
 
Becky  06:45 
...who the best audience is going to be.  
 
Erin  06:48 
Well, and the reason we needed even more of them as we started this program called Super Secret Book Box, 
which is like a subscription box for teens. So, we give them one library book, and then we give them one book 
for them to keep. And so, we have different like genres that they can choose from. And a lot have been choosing 
comedy lately, which I totally get like they need something silly and something not depressing to take them 
away from you know, pandemic woes. So, we are running out of like funny books, and we're like, we need to 
order as many, like hilarious books as we can. 
 
Becky  07:27 
Yeah. I can't think of the last real funny book I read. 
 
Erin  07:38 
Um, I think for me, it was The Extraordinaires by TJ Clune. Like that.  
 
Becky  07:42 
I haven't read that one.  
 
Erin  07:44 
So funny. I really I'm super excited for the next book in that series. But it's yeah, sometimes it can be hard. Like, I 
recommend all of the funny, like, I'm the one that picks the books, the library books, for kids. Sometimes it takes 
me a minute to actually come up with something to put in their box, like, like, okay, I've run through my, like, 
immediate five that come to mind when I think of funny books. Like what else is there? So, now that we've 
exacerbated, middle grade versus middle school, let's actually talk about some amazing titles. So, what is your 
first title that you want to talk about? 
 
Becky  08:32 
Um, okay. Oh, this is hard. I made a pretty long list. I think maybe I'll talk about Witches of Brooklyn because I 
think that that that is one of the books where you're like, is it middle grade or middle school. And I really liked it 
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super cute. I think it is a little bit on the younger side of…of middle school, but the main character is in middle 
school. And it's...she goes to live with an aunt that she didn't know before in Brooklyn, and finds out that her 
aunt and her partner are witches. And that also potentially she has some witch ability as well. And that's a funny 
book. It's just like a really fun kind of easygoing story. The plot turns on this celebrity like a pop star who comes 
to them with like a skin condition that she can't get resolved somewhere else. And...and 
 
Erin  09:43 
Yeah, I enjoyed this one. 
 
Becky  09:45 
You know, to do some magic to try to fix her. I really liked the…the art and in particular, there's like lots of 
details about the actual house that they live in, which I found really delightful and like maps of you know, like 
their basement where it's kind of like a laboratory and like they have like a, you know, a conservatory room and 
all of these different like cool features of their house that kind of like a dream house. But I thought was really 
fun.  
 
Erin  10:18 
Yeah. And I like the dynamic of like, okay, she's coming to this house, she doesn't really know these adults. 
They're...like that, to me that whole relationship was really funny with like, her grandmother, like trying to get to 
know each other like... 
 
Becky  10:37 
Yeah, their characters are drawn like really kind of big and expressive. So, there's like, you know, the gruffer 
aunt and then the one who's really like, understanding? Yeah. 
 
Erin  10:51 
Yeah, which was good. And I think that, like, it was a good, it was good to have like, the two different attitudes 
towards her. And then you learn that it's not that she doesn't care about her. It's, she understands, like, the 
attitude and the front she's putting on because she's scared. She doesn't like she's in this new place. And so, she 
kind of has a little bit of an attitude too. And then they like, come to an understanding. 
 
Becky  11:18 
Yeah. And I think that's the first in a series. So, there's gonna be more of those. And she has, she makes some 
like friends. And it's just like a really sweet kind of like a community story. Everyone coming together to solve 
this problem. And then there's like a music show at the end. 
 
Erin  11:42 
Well, to keep this witch theme rolling, I'm going to talk about another one that I know you have on your list The 
Okay Witch by Emma Steinkellner.  
 
Becky  11:49 
Loved it! Yes.  
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Erin  11:51 
Yeah. So, this one is really interesting as well, a 13-year-old, well, she doesn't know what for she's a witch. And 
she actually finds out she lives in this town called Founders Bluff, Massachusetts. And she found she finds out 
that she's actually part of a centuries old, like witch drama that happened in this town. And so, she has powers 
that show up and she doesn't really know how to control them. She like meets a talking cat and falls into an 
enchanted diary. And she finds out about this complicated like legacy that her family is at the heart of so it's 
really fascinating. And I'm really glad that there's going to be a sequel coming out July 6. 
 
Becky  12:51 
July 6, right? I need to write that down. 
 
Erin  12:53 
That's, yeah, absolutely. Yeah. The art is super fun really, like it's colorful and…and even though like some of it is 
pretty serious and there are like historical moments throughout where they go, like, back in town. Time to like, 
talk about like, the origins of Founders Bluff and like their, like displeasure about witches in the town, whatever. 
Like, it still…still doesn't take itself too seriously. It's not like it's a fun read. It's not even though you know, 
there's those historical moments. It's still like fun to read. It's not like, Oh, my gosh, dun-dun-dun, this is...it's not 
dark in any way. 
 
Becky  12:54 
 Yeah. And I think even though, like the boat, the storyline between her mom and her mom and her 
grandmother is like, really dramatic and it feels a lot like witch stuff. It's also really, like, a relatable story just 
about like family, drama, family relationships, and I really liked that part about it, too.  
 
Erin  14:05 
Yeah, because her mom really wants to keep it away from it program and really wants her to know all about 
their ancestry and your witch history. 
 
Becky  14:17 
Oh, yeah, that's true. It's like a real rash of like, which comic books and I think I loved like every single one made 
me think about Sabrina one, which is like, this Sabrina takes place in high school, but I think it's really yeah, 
witchy school friendly. Yes. Really good. Just to stay on the witch theme I want to talk about Snapdragon. 
Snapdragon came out last year. It's by Kat Lee. And it is about a kid who like the book opens because they've lost 
their dog, Good Boy, and go looking for him at the local witch's house, and finds that she's been taking care of 
him, because he got hit by a car and lost a leg. And that experience kind of starts a friendship between 
Snapdragon and the witch and starts to learn about like her…her different hobbies. And at first, at first, it's like, 
I'm not actually a witch this is just like rumors that kids spread about me. I'm just like a person who lives alone in 
the woods, and, you know, likes to put together animal skeletons. And then of course, as the story goes on, 
you'll learn that there is magic there, and the connection to Snapdragon's family, which just like unfolds in a 
really interesting way. So, I really liked this book, I think for similar reasons that I like, Okay Witch it has that that 
family backstory that's really interesting. And it...Snapdragon like and also has like a really nice friendship story. 
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And I think that her...she lives in like a trailer park. And that setting is really unusual. You don't see it very often. 
And in a kid's book and a middle grade book. So, I really liked that too.  
 
Erin  16:32 
Yeah, I was...  
 
Becky  16:34 
And the colors, the colors are so good.  
 
Erin  16:38 
It is like it was so fun. Like the artists amazing. I remember so Witch does a lot of things with taxidermy animals. 
And the first time I saw like an animal skeleton, that looks it looked amazing. And I was like, wow, this looks like, 
like, from what I can tell anatomically correct and like the precision that you have to draw that like I was 
amazed. So, I was I definitely was obsessed with this title. And anybody that tried to say anything bad about it on 
the committee, I'd be like, no. And nobody said anything bad. I think I'm Christine said oh, maybe it's too young 
and I said no, it's...it's sophisticated.  It was a sophisticated enough title that it's definitely good for older 
readers. I think it's, yeah, I really enjoy titles that you read that you're like, this is really good for any age, like 
even adults will read this and find this, like entertaining and interesting. 
 
Becky  17:19 
Yeah. Yeah, when I read Snapdragon, I instantly thought of like an adult friend of mine. I was like, she would love 
this book. And I like took a picture of a cover and texted it to her. Like, you must read this. You will love it. And 
it's like really the…the author and artists of the book wrote, or is writing still writing (unitelligaible)  
 
Erin  18:03 
Yeah. 
 
Becky  18:05 
So if you like leverage genes, there's a good chance you'd like Snapdragon? 
 
Erin  18:10 
Yeah, definitely. It made me want to look into her other graphic novels, too. So, my next title is going to be Cub 
by Cynthia L. Copeland. And this one is really cute. It's about a 12-year-old girl Cindy who is in seventh grade. 
And isn't it's historical. It's she's living in the 1970s. There's a lot of really great historical graphic novels that are 
coming out lately a lot in the 90s. Becky and I were like that's not historical. But for youth/teens it is. 
 
Becky  18:50 
Yeah. They say like, that distinction is like, if the person writing it lived in that period, that it's maybe not 
historical, that it is kind of like, yeah. 
 
Erin  18:50 
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Yeah, it's...well, it's interesting, because if you're writing for an audience that wasn't alive at that time, then like, 
it seems like it is well, and...  
 
Becky  19:14 
Yeah, you have to include like historical context and, and write it from that perspective. 
 
Erin  19:20 
Yeah, for sure. So, why this is so amazing is because I don't think it would happen today. Like, basically Cub is the 
name tells at all, she's a cub reporter. And what's really cool about that is she finds this young female reporter 
take her under her wing and she…she learns how to write a lede and how to like assert herself in a world quote 
unquote, run by men. And this is during the Watergate scandal. She's learning about how writing can topple like 
corrupt politicians and all the things that are going on. So, she…she looks for her own scoop, sometimes she 
doesn't always find it. But what ends up happening is she ends up getting, she ends up getting published. And 
this is loosely based on the author's real-life experience, which is super awesome. Like, I just think about, like, I 
want to be reporter I find this amazing, like young female reporter that takes me under her wing. And then I 
actually get published in the paper while I'm a 12-year-old. That is so amazing. Like, that sets you up for like, a 
good career in the future. If you keep at it, you know?  
 
Becky  20:47 
Yeah. And like you said, that was such a, like, an exciting time in journalism. Where like the things that people 
were…were investigating and writing about, like really making a difference, like on a national/international 
scales. So, yeah, really exciting time for like a middle schooler to be a cub reporter. I don't think stuff like that, 
those kind of opportunities, are available now.  
 
Erin  21:11 
Yeah, absolutely. I mean, I think anybody can, you know, start a blog. You know, the, but the likelihood of 
getting attention, like even if you start your own YouTube channel these days is really difficult. I mean, there's 
definitely people that probably had no intention of becoming, like, famous or well-known because of their blog 
or YouTube channel. Yeah, that that happened to but I feel like, even if you, if that's the career route, you want 
to go like you, you can't plan on it. Like that being a guarantee. 
 
Becky  21:54 
Yeah. The other thing I really liked about Cub is that she has like a romance with, like, a boy in her 
neighborhood, or somebody that goes to school. And I really like how she, like, kind of enjoys that relationship. 
It has like a positive relationship. But it doesn't kind of take over her identity or her life, she's still mostly really 
interested in exploring this, like career opportunity. And that's just like a part of her story and not the whole 
thing. 
 
Erin  22:34 
Becky, what's your next title? 
 
Becky  22:37 
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I think I want to talk about Making Friends next, because you were talking about humor stories. And I was like, I 
don't know which one I read. But Making Friends is very funny. I found it very funny. There's actually two books, 
Making Friends and then Making Friends like 2: Back to the drawing board. And it's by Kristen Gudsnuk. And she 
also draws. She's an artist for some Minecraft comics that I have not read but are very popular. But Making 
Friends is about a sixth grader who…who inherits like a sketchbook from an aunt who dies. And she finds that 
everything she draws in the sketchbook like comes to life. So, she draws herself like her perfect best friend, and 
she comes to life and sort of like going to school with her. She draws the head of a cartoon villain who's kind of 
like in the vein of like a Sailor Moon villain that he comes to life. And, of course, it's like starts getting her and 
like all kinds of trouble and her friend that she created, like, learns that she was drawn and created and, and 
therefore maybe isn't as interested in like being friends with her anymore, which is an interesting line. But the 
thing that I like the most about the book is there's so many gags in the background art. I feel like you read it for 
one time and you get like a fun plot and then you can read it again and notice all of these little jokes like written 
in, there's this part where they go to the mall and there's like the names of the stores in the mall in the 
background. It's just so funny to me. And I think also if you're if you're into, like pop culture a lot. There's like a 
lot of pop culture jokes in there too.  
 
Erin  24:41 
Yeah, I love that. That kind of reminds me. I'm, like, New Kid in Class Act. How like there's a lot of like jokes like 
that on the side. 
 
Becky  24:54 
Yeah, I think that's…that's something that you can do and like the graphic novel that you can't do you know in 
like a regular fiction book is have this kind of like background humor almost like watching The Good Place and 
noticing like, you know, little background gags and stuff. It really adds, I think, especially for people for people 
who really like to reread books that have that, like extra stuff that you can find later is really fun. 
 
Erin  25:27 
My title is gonna be Stepping Stones by Lucy Knisley. I think it's Knisley. Because I think the K isn't pronounced. I 
don't know.  Yeah, it's like Neas-ley. Okay. It's about a girl Jen, who I really felt for Jen. I was actually kind of like 
emotional about this title because, and Jen didn't want to leave the city. She didn't want to leave her dad and 
her friends. She has to move with her mom and her mom's new boyfriend Walter, out to this farm. And she has 
new sisters that she's like that not sure she really wants to get to know her sisters are Andi and Reese. And she is 
really frustrated because she has to learn all of these new chores on pea pod farm. And Andi seems perfect at 
everything and get complimented on everything. And she struggles to learn all these new chores. And her…her 
mother's boyfriend isn't always the kindest to her and kind of says things that are discouraging and kind of 
upsetting. He was not my favorite. I was just like, just get rid of him.  
 
Becky  26:41 
No, I was really yeah, really frustrated. 
 
Erin  26:45 
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When things kind of like, work together in the end. But yeah, I was very frustrated with that character. And I 
think in the end, like her sister like she…she has a better relationship with her new sister. So that's good. 
 
Becky  27:01 
Yeah, that's nice how her…her relationship with her new sisters evolves in that book. I also really hated that dad 
character. He's mean, it made me think of and it kind of made me think of Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants.  
 
Erin  27:18 
Oh!  
 
Becky  27:19 
Do you remember? So, like, how the one character she goes down to like, visit her dad who has like... 
 
Erin  27:24 
Uh, oh, yeah... 
 
Becky  27:26 
Emily.  
 
Erin  27:27 
And like, I think for the wedding.  
 
Becky  27:30 
Yeah. And she gets treated like her wanting to have a relationship with her dad is like, stupid.  
 
Erin  27:37 
Yeah.  
 
Becky  27:38 
Like her coming was like, you know, a mistake. And like, she's in the wrong and he's an adult.  
 
Erin  27:43 
Now that there's movies, all I can think of was that was ah, is Carmen, is America Ferrara's character? 
 
Becky  27:51 
Yeah. And I was like, no, you're right. He's wrong. Yeah. He's the bad guy in this.  
 
Erin  27:58 
That always breaks my heart when you actually come across parents that have no desire to be a parent of their 
children. Like, how heartbreaking that is for that child. 
 
Becky  28:08 
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Yeah. And that's like, not how the dad is in Snapdragon. But I think the way that like, his, his behavior is kind of, 
like, excused as being like, just part of his personality is…is similar. And it made me think of, of that how. Yeah, 
sometimes people will like, excuse adults bad behavior towards kids, because they're like, oh, that's just who 
they are. They're just like a grouchy person when, of course, anyone can make an effort to be like, you know, 
kind. But it is, like realistic in that story, is that something that she kind of has to learn to deal with? And she 
finds that her...her Sisters, his daughters, kind of are on her side. 
 
Erin  28:55 
Yeah, for sure. Well, I'm interesting to see what happens because this is actually a series. The next book is Crush, 
and it's coming out in 2022. So, we'll see if there's more interaction. I know her sisters are in it. But we'll see if 
the her…her mom's boyfriend is back in the story or not. We'll see. He better be good. He better be a good guy.  
 
Becky  29:23 
Yeah, maybe he's made. He's made a change.  
 
Erin  29:29 
So I know I'm gonna give you a heads up. My last title is going to be Katherine's War you want to talk about 
maybe like When Stars are Scattered? 
 
Becky  29:38 
Sure, yeah. Um, so that's what I think stepping stones to is kind of like semi-autobiographical. Seriously, it's like, 
all of her other books have been graphic memoir and similar to Cub in that way and then When Stars are 
Scattered is like fictionalize, but mostly, mostly a true story. Do you…does your…does your library have? Do you 
put it in like a nonfiction? 
 
Erin  30:09 
No, we don't separate graphic nonfiction and goes in with our regular graphic novels. Part of that that too, I 
think is I worked at a library before where we did have a separate collection and nobody would ever look at the 
graphic nonfiction. And that made me really sad. I was like, you know, unless they were literally specifically 
looking for that people didn't browse that collection. So that's why, like I, you know, didn't want to separate it in 
this library.  
 
Becky  30:39 
Yeah. It's, that's a hard decision for us to make to, we're kind of in the middle of doing those things. And I think 
for us like aligning the different like the adult and the teen and the kids graphic novel sections, so that they're, 
like, classified in similar ways, like what we're working on. So, it's like, there is going to be like a graphic 
biography section, for example. So when, When Stars are Scattered is by Omar Mohammed, and he did this 
book with Victoria Jamison who did like Roller Girl. And that Ren faire, epic novels that name I can't remember.  
 
Erin  31:26 
Oh, yeah, I actually forgot about that. 
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Becky  31:30 
Those are really fun. But this is about his story as a refugee. And so, he and his brother Hassan, have spent most 
of their lives in a refugee camp in Kenya. And most of the story takes place as their kids in this refugee camp, 
and they don't have parents to take care of them. They have one kind of like grandmother figure who watches 
out for them. And it takes a little while on the story for them to kind of start to tell the story of how they came 
to live in their refugee camp, which is really heartbreaking. But the story really focuses on Omar's kind of like 
quest to get an education and to, to make a life for him and his brother outside of the refugee camp. So, he…he 
starts to go to school and has difficulties because he also like he said, he's the main caretaker for his younger 
brother. And he deals with lots of you know, the hardships living this way, and then trying to get an education, 
but also cook and caretaker for his brother, and deal with, you know, not having enough food or clothes. And, 
and try to keep him and his brother like together too. So, it's really it's just like a really powerful story. And I like 
how at the end, he kind of he has like a little part at the end where he talks about you know, what ended up 
happening to him because he is an adult now. And…and the decisions that they made about telling the story. 
They include some characters that are girls, from the refugee camp to kind of give that perspective of that 
experience. But those are kind of amalgamations of different people he knew and not based off of, like real 
people the way that he and his brother are. So, I just learned a lot from this book. I think it's…it's a really 
powerful look at someone's experience. And I really recommend it. And I haven't listened to the audio version. 
But I've heard that that is also really good.  
 
Erin  34:18 
Yeah, I bet it would be. That reminds me of like, Illegal. And that was amazing. I listened to the audio that was 
actually on amazing audiobooks that year, I was there. So powerful. So, I imagine that the audio of this would be 
really powerful, also. I learned a lot to like, and what's really sad is you think about this is one refugee. How 
many around the world are there how many people that are displaced from their homes that have to live like 
this? And so, if you get the opportunity to move to a different country, so that really struck me that was you 
know, something that I had a hard time with. 
 
Becky  35:05 
And it just really shows how much waiting there is like years of thinking like something is going to happen for 
you. And then finding you have to just wait longer.  
 
Erin  35:17 
Yeah, absolutely. I know it's like heartbreaking, but I think the art makes it like way more accessible to read. So, 
it could seem really like a lot more like depressing or dreary, you but the art and so it's so beautifully done it's 
colorful. And, you know, it's just, I don't know, I can't think of a better word than accessible like it makes you 
want to read it like you look at the cover. You're like, I want to read this book.  
 
Becky  35:47 
Yeah. 
 
Erin  35:51 
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All right. Our last title for our podcast today is going to be Catherine's War by Julia Boulet and Claire Favell. And 
this is also based on true events. So, it's based on the author's mother own experience as a hidden child in 
France during World War Two. And what's amazing is at the back, there's like a map and photographs of the real 
Catherine and during her wartime experiences, as well as an interview with author which talks about learning all 
of this information firsthand. The story is about Rachel Cohen, and she lives at Severus...Severs Children's Home 
outside of Paris, probably mangling that title, but or that word. And she discovers that she has, she has a passion 
for photography. And she hasn't heard from her parents in months. But she, she's one of the older children at 
the home. And she loves taking care of like the younger children. And she likes taking pictures. So, what she's 
trying not to worry too much about Hitler and the war and but then a France starts to buckle under the Nazi 
regime. So she, because she's Jewish, she needs to hide and go into hiding. So, she has to leave the children's 
home. And then she becomes really lucky she…she meets people that help her along the way and takes pictures 
all along the way of her experiences. And then she you know, she's makes it safely out of the war. So, it's really 
beautiful story. And I love the vehicle of taking pictures throughout. So, it's like, even though all these bad things 
are happening around her, she still finds beauty in the world by taking these pictures of what's going on. 
 
Becky  37:59 
Yeah, and I liked how I think it's like a little bit different to than other kind of, like hiding stories, because it 
shows her, like having to move from place to place like all of the time. Like as soon as she's the seems like in a 
place where she's starting to feel safe and comfortable. It stops being a safe place, and she has to move 
somewhere else.  
 
Erin  38:20 
Yeah. Because I imagined that a lot of people did like that. I know. You know, a lot of people know, Anne Frank 
and know that, you know, she's like in one place. And I'm sure there was a lot of that. But I'm sure there's also a 
lot of people like Rachel that had to move from location to location. Just to get ahead of you know, where the 
Nazis were. We're pillaging and taking over. So yeah, this one's really great. Like, I think I I'm Christine and read 
and she loved it. And I read it and I was like, yeah, this definitely should be nominated. It's a good look at there is 
a lot of books and there's so many books about World War Two. But I feel like if you're going to read a graphic 
novel about World War Two, this is definitely one that you should pick up. 
 
Becky  39:13 
Yeah. Yeah, I agree. I mean, there's so many different kinds of stories to tell. I know that we had read that other 
one which was like a several different short stories from Holocaust survivors.  
 
Erin  39:29 
Oh yeah. And then I think is more like probably high school but yeah. 
 
Becky  39:39 
And that yes,  
 
Erin  39:40 
Is it We'll be Home Soon Again or something? That was really good. 
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Becky  39:48 
Yeah, so many different people had all of these different experiences or certain you know, survival experiences. 
 
Erin  39:55 
Yeah, that's um, we'll…We'll Soon be Home Again by Jessica Bab Bonde and Peter Bergting and Catherine Renta, 
and that is good for more of our like, teen audience, because it is a little bit more violent. Yeah, violent and 
graphic. One thing that I found fascinating about that graphic novel was, so a lot of these. These were accounts 
from mostly people that ended up in other European countries. So, they didn't come to the US, a lot of them 
would go to Sweden. And so that was really interesting hearing about how other European countries were 
taking in refugees, and Sweden was neutral during the war. So, which actually, it's funny, I say neutral, but what 
it means as they were actually helping both the Nazis and oh, man, what is? Why can't I remember like the 
name of like the group that were like U.S., but it's more than the U.S.  
 
Becky  41:10 
Allies? Yeah, and Wolf, both that book and the both of those books are translated from other languages. 
 
Erin  41:24 
Yeah, yeah. Catherine's War. Wasn't...was originally in French.  
 
Becky  41:30 
And I think the other one might be translated from Swedish.  
 
Erin  41:36 
Yeah. It could be Swedish. Yeah, it's says Be combers aren't aegeon, which looks like Swedish to me. I mean, my 
sister lives in Sweden. I know very little Swedish. But 
 
Becky  41:54 
But yeah, and some of those reading those like translated titles can give you a different perspective than you get 
from something that's written by like an American or an English language writer. 
 
Erin  42:05 
Absolutely. I totally agree with that. So those are our eight recommended titles to you guys, especially if you're 
middle schoolers, although anybody can read these. Thank you so much, Becky, for being on podcast. 
 
Becky  42:20 
Yeah, I'm happy to this is fun.  
 
Erin  42:23 
I think you'll have to come back next year, and we'll have to talk about Middle School fiction. 
 
Becky  42:30 
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Yeah. Yeah. I'd be happy to. 
 
Erin  42:34 
Excellent. All right. Thank you for joining us, and we'll be back next month with more incredible reviews. 


