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Erin  00:28 
Hello, and welcome to this episode of All Things Teen. I am really excited today to have our special guest Jessie 
with us. She is my desk mate. So, she can tell you how crazy my desk is right now. It's a literal Hunger Games 
going on, because we are making a 3d version of The Hunger Games, many figures and all. But Jessie welcome. 
And why don't you tell us a bit about what you do at CMPL? 
 
Jessie  00:59 
Awesome. Well, thank you for having me. My name is Jessie. Like Erin said, I'm the librarian here at the Clinton-
Macomb Public Library. I work in Children's Services, so that's about ages zero to 11 slash 12. And I do story 
times here, I do programming, you will see me on the desk a couple days a week. And my goal here is always to 
find books that kids love. And kids and teens because we do kids and teens that are referenced. And Erin's desk 
is a little messy right now because we all just move back together too. So, she had to do a lot of stuff out of a big 
space to that still, still a lot of stuff to a much smaller space. So, but we're always 
 
Erin  01:48 
I really miss my temporary office because I love that I had a door that I could close. And I loved that I had like 
three to four times as much space. So that was amazing. 
 
Jessie  02:01 
I know you could spread out a little bit more in that study room?  
 
Erin  02:05 
Absolutely. Well, and I feel bad because my 3d printer takes up so much space. So, it's like half of my workspace 
is now just that cart with a 3d printer. 
 
Jessie  02:16 
I know. I feel so bad. I wish you had like a special space for your 3d printer. 
 
Erin  02:23 
Yeah, I wanna I love to find somewhere where it's like out of the way of everybody but somewhere I can have 
fairly quick access to.  
 
Jessie  02:31 
Exactly.  
 
Erin  02:32 
We'll look into that.  
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Jessie  02:33 
Yeah.  
 
Erin  02:34 
So today we are talking about youth and teen hot reads for the summer. And I'm excited. Um, I've talked to you 
before a little bit about what your books have been. I'm curious what your new addition is going to be? Why 
don't you go ahead and start and tell us about your first pick. 
 
Jessie  02:52 
Okay, I'm kind of going in order of how the books are going to be released throughout the summer, I have a 
couple that are already out and on our hot reads shelf. And then I have a few that are going to be released later 
in the summer. So, my first one, which was my new addition, which I completely forgot about yesterday, and 
after we were done talking, I thought oh my gosh, I can't believe I didn't talk about this is Stamped for Kids by 
Sonia Cherry Paul and Jason Reynolds. Now, some of our teens might be familiar with the other Stamped that 
was released in YA, which a lot of our librarians read. And the audio was amazing. It was just fantastic. It took a 
very complex topic and broke it down. So, it's you know, I just got I took so much away from the YA version. So 
now we have a kid's version. And this is the description that is given: Race. Uh-oh, the R word. But actually 
talking about race is one of the most important things to learn how to do. Adapted from the award-winning Best 
Selling Stamped racism, anti-racism and you. This book takes readers on a journey from present to past and back 
again, kids will discover where racist ideas come from, came from, identify how they impact Americans today, 
and meet those who have fought racism with anti-racism. Along the way, they learn how to identify and stamp 
out racist thoughts in their own lives. So I have not read this yet. Um, it's I have it at home. It's on my list. But my 
daughter's reading it and she's just she has so many questions. And I love this because it is opening up so many 
doors for us to talk about this at home. But if you read the YA version of it, it's kind of funny. It's um, you know, 
it's...Jason Reynolds...Yeah, it's super funny. Just it's not a funny topic, obviously. But the way that he presents, it 
is just so relatable for teens and kids. So I can I'm only expecting the same from this version of Stamped. 
 
Erin  04:58 
Yeah, you know, I think I'm going to the kid's version I really enjoyed I listen to the audio book, which is 
awesome because he reads it himself. And...  
 
Jessie  05:07 
Yeah, that's my favorite kind of audio.  
 
Erin  05:10 
Yeah, I love when authors read them themselves, because then it's actually presented to you exactly how they 
were imagining it. 
 
Jessie  05:17 
Exactly. And you always get a little extra in there. I feel like too, you know what I mean?  
 
Erin  05:22 
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Yeah.  
 
Jessie  05:23 
Just a little commentary here and there. 
 
Erin  05:26 
Yeah. Like, this didn't get published, but I'm gonna add this in. 
 
Jessie  05:31 
Exactly. I listened to a book not too long ago and it was read by the author. And in one part, she was like, you're 
listening to the audio. So, you can't actually see what I'm talking about in the book, because it's a picture. So I 
love that they can kind of add those little extra pieces in.  
 
Erin  05:48 
Yeah, definitely. 
 
Jessie  05:51 
What's your first pick?  
 
Erin  05:53 
I'm excited because this is a Sisterhood of Secret Ambitions by Sheena Boekweg, it came out June 1 is like 
historical secret societies, like mystery, romance kind of all tied together. And let's see. So, in 1926 17-year-old 
Elsie dropped off in a new city with four other teenage girls. They've all trained together since childhood, to 
become the wife as capital W, they're of a powerful man. But when they learned that their next target is 
earmarked to become president, their mission becomes more than just an assignment. This is his chance at the 
most powerful position in the society. All they have to do is make one man fall in love with them first. And it's 
not based off of our actual own history, it is historical in that, like the societal norms are closer to what they 
were in 1926. But their government and everything is different. But I'm excited to learn all about the the secret. 
Like the Sisterhood of secret ambitions, and all of the spy work that they do, because they're a woman only 
organization, and they get things done in the society. So, they kind of behind the scenes. 
 
Jessie  07:18 
Back there, sorry. I'm very interested to find out what the capital W means in wife. 
 
Erin  07:27 
Yeah and society is with a capital S. So, um, I don't know if that's the secret society or if that's the society as a 
whole. But I think there's lots of kind of clues like that kind of throughout maybe hopefully they're like 
foreshadowing or hopefully not red herrings, but I'm really intrigued I love this is a little bit of a thriller too, 
because all these under workings going on. So, I'm excited that I haven't heard of a book with a synopsis quite 
like this before, with all of these elements wrapped together. So that's why it really piqued my interest. 
 
Jessie  08:07 
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Yeah, it doesn't seem like your typical YA, not your but like a typical YA book in general. Like when you were 
telling me about this before I immediately thought like this sort of sounds like an adult book, but with the, you 
know, the teenagers instead of adults in it, so it kind of brings it into that why a world. It sounds really it sounds 
like something exactly what I read if I were on personal time. 
 
Erin  08:35 
it kind of made me think of like maybe like a Handmaid's Tale a little bit for like teens. Yeah, I don't know. I don't 
think it's gonna be that severe. Like, obviously, like women are in this are second class citizens, which is why 
they're they have a secret society. But I'm really interested to see like how they circumvent that and get things 
to happen. For the good of women. 
 
Jessie  09:03 
Yeah, especially at the very end what will end up happening with this secret society? I have a feeling that the 
women will overcome whatever obstacles are in their way. 
 
Erin  09:16 
Yeah, for sure. All right, what is your next pick? 
 
Jessie  09:20 
My next pick is Sisters of Neversea by Cynthia Leitich Smith, who is a native of a very popular Native American 
author, and she has written a this is sort of a modern retelling of Peter Pan which when I was young was one of 
my favorite books and movies but as I got older realized there were a lot of problematic things going on with 
Peter Pan. So, I feel like she is I have not read this yet, but it's got there's a lot of hype around this book, a lot of 
really good reviews. I have a feeling she is taking this book to like next level is telling a really amazing story. And 
it starts with Native American Lillian English Wendy embark on a high-flying journey of magic adventure 
encouraged to a fairy tale Island known as Neverland. Lily and Wendy have been best friends since they became 
stepsisters. But with their feuding parents planning to spend the summer apart, what will become of their family 
and their friendship? Little do they know that a mysterious boy has been watching them from an oak tree 
outside their window, a boy who intends to take them away from their home for good to an island of wild 
animals, merfolk, fairies and, kidnapped children to a sea of merfolk, pirates, and a giant crocodile. Now reading 
that description, it sounds a little creepy at the end, right? Or like the last part like this boy is watching them? 
 
Erin  10:49 
Yeah, like he's gonna kidnap them, and they're gonna go to place with other kidnapped children. He kind of 
sounds like not like a good guy.  
 
Jessie  10:56 
Exactly. So, I will say that this book is probably definitely for your upper elementary, or, you know, middle going 
into middle school age. Some parts might be a little scarier for the younger kids. But, um, it sounds so magical 
and interesting. And I do also love that there's like a modern, where they're talking about Lily and Wendy are 
step sisters and their parents, you know, there's that dynamic that their parents aren't getting along. It'll be 
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interesting to see what comes out of that in the end, too, you know, so you're taking some kind of modern 
issues and wrapping them up into an old story. So, I think that this is gonna be pretty amazing. 
 
Erin  11:38 
Yeah. And the cover is like I really was drawn to the cover art. It's really like, as soon as I saw it on the shelf, I was 
like, I want to pick that up and read it. Yeah, 
 
Jessie  11:47 
it's beautiful. And it just looks so magical. And it's gonna just It looks like you just want to jump right into the 
story. 
 
Erin  11:55 
Absolutely. I love retellings too. So modern, modern versions of retellings. Actually, I think that's what I'll talk 
about next. Because we do have a one of my books this year I that I got for hot reads was because it was kind of 
a retelling. And I didn't realize that at first, but it is called Where the Rhythm Takes You by Sarah Dass. It came 
out in May. And it is about a 17-year-old girl Reyna, who spent most of her life at her family's gorgeous seaside 
resort in Tobago, the Plumeria. And it's been two years since Reyna's mother passed away two years since Aiden 
in her childhood best friend, first love, first kiss, first everything left the island to pursue his music dreams. 
Reyna's friends are all painting their futures and heading abroad. And even her father seems to want to move on 
leaving her to try to keep the Plumeria running. But that's when Aiden comes roaring back into her life as a VIP 
guest at the resort. So, he becomes a famous DJ. And she feels like she is really missing out on everything else 
that everybody else is having all these amazing things happen in their life, and she's just kind of stuck. But this is 
actually a retelling of Persuasion, Jane Austen's Persuasion, which the quick story is the main character in 
Persuasion she fell in love. She is titled and her family came from money. And she fell in love with a boy who was 
young and going into the Navy. And he didn't have like a name, he didn't have money. So, she was persuaded by 
her family and a family friend, you know, not to marry him, just to kind of break off the relationship. Well, then, 
several years later, he is now this like Navy captain, and he has earned a lot of wealth in the war. And there they 
kind of are kind of thrust into each other's lives again, and have to see if they still have the same feelings for 
each other, or if what happened in the past, you know, is enough to keep them apart. So, it's really great. And 
I'm really excited to see this like modern retelling of that kind of story. 
 
Jessie  14:21 
I'm curious. Sorry if there's a little feedback there, but I'm curious if there's a if there's sort of some angst built 
up in the story. So like when he comes back, you know, what's the dynamic like between her and him and so 
much time apart, you know, and then also, I feel so bad for her overall kind of, I mean, like you we've talked 
about, she's on a tropical in a tropical destination, right and she's taking care of this resort, which she feels sort 
of stuck in because that's probably all she's ever known and all of her friends are taking off and doing these 
amazing things. So, while it seems like that's a dream come true for a lot of us, she's probably just feeling stuck. 
So, it'll be interesting to see how her previous love interest coming into her life kind of changes that too, you 
know?  
 
Erin  15:15 
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Yeah, definitely. Yeah, I am. And if you haven't seen the BBC version of Persuasion with Sally Hawkins, I highly 
recommend it. I love it. That is, you know, that that's actually the most fun part to watch is when they first meet 
for the first time and kind of how they interact with each other after seeing each other for so many years. So, I'm 
excited for like when he comes back in our life, and I think it's gonna be like, awkward at first. And I think they're 
both going to think that that they've moved on, but they really haven't and that's the whole point. What's your 
next pick? 
 
Jessie  15:59 
My pick is Kiki Kallira Breaks a Kingdom by Sangu Mandanna and this actually doesn't come out till July 6. I mean, 
that's actually not very far away. It's about a week and a half away. For fans of Arusha, which is a Rick Reordan 
presents book and Serpents Secret series, this action-packed fantasy adventure sees a girl's drawings of Indian 
mythology spring to vivid life, including the evil god who seeks to enter the real world and destroy it. Kiki 
Valeera has always been a worrier. Did she lock the front door? Is there a terrible reason her mom is late? 
Recently her anxiety has been getting out of control. But one thing that always soothes her is her drawing. Kiki's 
sketchbook is full of fanciful doodles of rich Indian myths and legends her mother has told her over the years. 
One day her sketchbooks calming effect is broken. When her mythological characters begin springing to life right 
out of its pages, Kiki ends up falling into the mystical world she drew which includes a lot of wonderful 
discoveries, like the band of Ravel kids to protect the kingdom, as well as not so great ones like the ancient deity 
bent on total destruction. As the one responsible for creating the evil god Kiki must overcome her fear and 
anxiety to save both worlds, the real and the imagined from its wrath. But how can a girl armed with only a 
pencil to defeat something so powerful? So immediately I thought of Tristan Strong when I read this book, 
because it has a lot of similarities, but culturally very different. Tristan had a lot of the same sort of worries, like 
Kiki, and it'll be interesting to see what Kiki ends up doing with this pencil. I feel like this is gonna play a part 
because they're going to turn into like a long weapon or, you know... 
 
Erin  17:57 
Yeah, that's amazing. That actually really makes me think of the graphic novel Doodleville and like how the 
drawing actually becomes like part of the world and they have to figure out what to do about it. And it's like this 
whole adventure. So yeah, they like this book. They should check that out as well. 
 
Jessie  18:20 
Yeah, I definitely think if you're a fan of the Rick Reordan presents books, this is gonna be perfect for you. It's 
definitely fantasy. And the other part that I the covers beautiful, but I could totally see this book turned into a 
movie and it just being full of just amazing colors. So definitely look for this one. It's July 6 is the date for that 
one. 
 
Erin  18:46 
Definitely. I put a hold on that for sure. So, my next title is in LGBTQIA title, and it came out in late May. It is 
called May the Best Best Man Win Z.R. Ellor and I'm super pumped about this. So Jeremy Harkess cheer captain 
and student body president won't let coming out as transgender boy ruin his senior year. Instead of bowing to 
the bigots and out outdated school administration Jeremy decides to make some noise and how better than by 
challenging his All Star ex-boyfriend, Lucas, for the title of homecoming king? Lucas Rivers football star and head 
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of the homecoming committee is just trying to find order his life after his older brother's funeral and the loss of 
his long-term girlfriend who turned out to be a boy. But when Jeremy threatens to break his heart and steal his 
crown, Lucas kicks kickstarts a plot to sabotage Jeremy's campaign. So, it's um sounds like a rom com to me and 
I like the whole competition aspect of how what do they get do who's going to become homecoming king? 
How's it all gonna work out? 
 
Jessie  20:05 
It almost it definitely has a component of humor for sure. In the competition part. Yes, I feel like this is going to 
go back and forth and back and forth and maybe end up in a little bit of it could be them together, a love 
triangle, I don't know. What's gonna end up happening. Are they both gonna be? Uh, I don't know if this. I feel 
like there could be a lot of twists in this book.  
 
Erin  20:34 
Yeah, definitely. Well, and it's really interesting, too, because I'm curious, like, what broke them up? And I doubt 
it is the fact that Jeremy is transgender. So, it must have been something else. So, then they can potentially 
reconcile so I don't know. I'm just really curious to see how this all plays out. Actually, I'm on hold for the audio 
book right now, so I can't wait to listen to it. Sounds like it'll be a fun listen.  
 
Jessie  21:06 
I agree.  
 
Erin  21:08 
What is your next pick? 
 
Jessie  21:10 
My next pick is a graphic novel. It is called the Pathfinder Society the Course of the Crystal Cavern, which is the 
sequel to the previous Pathfinder Society book Mystery of the Moon Tower, which I believe you read correct, 
Erin? 
 
Erin  21:27 
Yes, I read it. I loved it. 
 
Jessie  21:29 
Oh, super action packed. And this sounds like it will be as well. The rollicking Pathfinder Society treasure hunt 
continues as the five campers from the mystery of the moon tower get swept away in a new adventure. This 
action packed graphic novel is full of fun, magic, and friendship sure to appeal to fans of the last kids on earth in 
lumbridge gene series which are both super popular in our library, and I have a feeling that if this series 
continues, we're gonna see that from this one as well because the first one has been wildly popular. Fresh from 
their hair-raising adventures in the mystery of the moon tower, Kyle Vick, Beth, Harry and Nate are now hot on 
the trail something big. A secret staircase leads down to the unknown, setting them on an exciting chase for 
clues left by the wealthy explorer Henry Merriweather, who has rumored to have hidden away a priceless 
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treasure. Are the legends real? Where will the five friends end up? And what dangers will they encounter along 
the way? Because as they've come to learn, everything comes with a price.  
 
Erin  22:36 
I'm excited...  
 
Jessie  22:37 
So, this book, I know, this book, I think it's going to have a ton of adventure. So, like I think we've talked it we've 
had two fantasy books one nonfiction, which is Stamped from the middle grade picks. And we're you had I think, 
a rom com and then before that sort of a thriller. I think we're covering a lot of different genres here. So, this 
one's gonna be full of adventure. And I think maybe a little tiny bit of fantasy. We'll see what happens. And that 
comes out on July 13. 
 
Erin  23:11 
Exciting. Yeah. I remember picking up the first one and I was really drawn to like the maps and all the places that 
they had to go to look for clues. Like, I love mystery since I was a kid I remember I think I was in like third grade 
when I started writing my my own mystery. You enjoy mysteries, and this is a good series for you to enjoy.  
 
Jessie  23:35 
Yeah, I agree. I love mystery adventures. Like I always go back to sort of Raiders of the Lost Ark. I feel like that 
was like my first exposure to any kind of mystery adventure movie. And I'm, I've always enjoyed mysteries. So I 
think that this one will be similar to that you like you said with the map. It's just it's show. It's just very visual. 
And I love that this is a graphic novel taking you on an adventure like that, you know? 
 
Erin  24:04 
Yeah, definitely. I love that because even in, like in written form, it's just, I don't know, you just get something 
different out of it if it's just a fiction book. Whereas when you see it drawn in front of you, I feel like it's a lot 
easier to see yourself in that world.  
 
Jessie  24:23 
Totally.  
 
Erin  24:24 
So, my next title is going to be a graphic novel too. So, there are four graphic novels this year. I actually wish 
there was more but I think they're kind of the whole pandemic things have been delayed and such. So fewer 
have been coming out but I'm, I loved all all four that we have in the list. This one is my favorite is called 
Incredible Doom Volume One by Matthew Bogart and Jesse Holden. It came out in May and I have to explain 
even further after I tell you the description. So, Alison is drowning under the weight of her manipulative stage 
magician father, when he brings brings home the family's first computer, she escapes into a thrilling new world 
where she meets Samir, a like-minded new online friend who has just agreed to run away from home with her. 
Unlikely alliances first love and minor crime sprees abound and this teen graphic novel debut about making 
connections or while your world is falling apart. So in this story, there's actually there's four main characters. 
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And there's two storylines going on at the same time. One is Allison and Samir and she is treated very badly by 
her father, he is abusive, and if she didn't do things that he said, like he would even like lock her up in a cage, 
that, you know, she would be his assistant at all of his magic shows. So, he was abusive, and she needed to get 
out and Samir is like on board with that. And so, in the end, they end up through the internet, they end up 
meeting these other two kids that are going to help them. So that's why it's great as Volume One is really okay. 
At the very end of Volume One they've all met. Now what's going to happen to the story? And what's so 
amazing about it to me, as teens will get a look at what, like the beginning of internet culture looked like, with 
dial up Internet, and switching to the phone line and all of that. And just even I think there's even just displays of 
the screen and what the, what your screen would look like, and what like a chat would look like. Back in the 
beginning days of the internet. 
 
Jessie  26:49 
I feel like, I can't believe that this is gonna be so historical to them, you know, like, teens reading this now 
because even my oldest is 11. So, she's approaching those teen years. And when I tell her how inaccessible 
internet was like what I was, it didn't even exist when I was I mean it existed but like, not in the in just normal 
life, you know, when I was her age, but also just phones, you know, and it's gonna be very interesting for teens 
to read this. And think, wow, that must have been 100 years ago. You know what, it wasn't that long ago. 
 
Erin  27:30 
It really wasn't. And it's really funny to me that the 90s was considered historical fiction for book purposes. But 
yeah, that actually reminds me of I didn't have my cell phone until my, the end of my senior year of high school. 
And it you know, it was very basic. It was the phone that Buffy had, though. So, it was really popular. It was the 
Motorola 60 flip phone that everybody had. But all you could do is make phone calls and text it did not have 
there were no smartphones at that point. 
 
Jessie  28:00 
Yeah, sure. It's, it's just crazy. In this book. I just wanted to mention this really quick before we move on it when 
you're explaining the the plot and the character development, it almost doesn't seem like it's a graphic novel, 
because there's so much going on, but they're just kind of goes to show you how complex graphic novels can be. 
And even though you know you there may not be as many words on a page, but the development throughout 
the story, it can just so much can be covered. So that's another reason why I'm such a big fan of graphic novels 
because not only are you getting the visual literacy part of it, you're also getting such a complex character and 
plot development, you know? 
 
Erin  28:48 
Yeah, definitely. Yeah. And I think I actually believe I'd have to double check this but this might actually be in the 
nominated for. Oh, of course, now, I can't remember what the graphic novel award is. Eisner it was I think it's 
nominated for an Eisner Award.  Yes. Do you want me to go on to my next one?  Yeah. What's your next pick? 
 
Jessie  29:13 
Okay. My last pick is Black bought Black Boy Joy by Well, it's it's, it says by Kwame Bollea, who is the author of 
Tristian Strong, but he's more of a contributor. I think he kind of is the lead on this project because it is there 
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multiple contributors to this because it's a book of short stories. It celebrates the joys of black boyhood with 
stories from 17 Best Selling critically acclaimed black authors, including Jason Reynolds, who we already 
discussed being an author in Stamped if he also wrote the Trek series, which has been wildly popular in our 
library, Jerry Kraft New Kid, one of the most popular graphic novels that has come out in the last two years or at 
least we recommend it. And Kwame Bollea, the Tristian Strong series who I talked about previously, in his very 
adventure action packed one in his stories. He actually has a new book coming out as well. But that series is 
specifically about West African culture and deities, which is really interesting how it compares to the other book 
I talked about it It goes on to say black boy joy is picking out a fresh first day of school outfit, saving the universe 
and an epic intergalactic race, finding your voice and rhymes during tough times flying on your skateboard like 
no one's watching and more from 17, acclaimed black male and non-binary authors comes a vibrant collection of 
stories, comics and poems about the power of joy and the wonders of black boyhood. And I think this book is 
going to be so fantastic.  
 
Erin  30:56 
Absolutely. I hope that everybody wants to check it out as much as I do. And it's like, never on the shelf. 
 
Jessie  31:03 
I totally agree. It comes out August 3. And so that I really hope that this, like you said, it's gonna, I think, I think 
the fact that it's going to be short stories is going to help. Because I love I don't know about you, but I just love 
to share a book of short stories, you read a chapter or story, and you kind of put it down. And I know we've 
talked about this before, and just kind of pick it back up. And it's like you're reading 17 stories, you know? 
 
Erin  31:31 
Yeah, I really like that too. Because then you can choose to read as little or as much as you want.  Exactly. Yeah. 
What is your next pick? Or last? I guess?  Yeah, so my last pick is On the Hook by Francisco Z Stork. It came out in 
late May. And I'm really big fan of this author. So, when I found out that he had a book coming out, around the 
same time as hot reads, I definitely wanted to highlight it. He's also a Hispanic author. So, we definitely wanted 
some representation by Hispanic authors for hot reads as well. So, the past books that he's written, the one that 
really touched me and made me fall in love with him as an author's called The Memory...Memory of Light. And it 
is about a girl who is depressed and suicidal. And she gets admitted in meets all these amazing teens that are 
also struggling with mental health, health. And it was just if you ever struggle with those mental health issues, 
you will really be feel seen by this book. I recognized myself in a lot of the the main character, so that really 
stuck with me. And then his more recent works are Illlegal and Disappeared, which is about a, the main 
character is a newspaper lady who writes all about just everything going on in her town. And it's, it's in Mexico, 
like on the border, it's like a border town. And she finds out that her boss is helping with this Mexican drug 
cartel and is involved. And she was going to release a story about it. But now her boss is just like, drop it. She 
doesn't want to drop it because she doesn't think it's the right thing to do. And there's all these different other 
characters that are woven throughout the story like her brother is got enticed into funneling drugs in he does 
crafts, and he has a friend who makes pin Jada's and so they would put the drugs in the pin Jada's and ship them 
out. So, there's all this going on. It's edge your seat thriller. So those are really exciting. And then this book is it's 
about it's it's intense. Hector has always minded his own business. He works really hard to make ensure that he 
has a better life. He's the chess Team Champion. He helps the family with his job at the grocery store. He shows 
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his little sister to shoot hoops. And then one day Joey singles them out. Joey who's older brother Chapo is head 
of the dispute loss game. And he tells Hector that he's going to kill him. Maybe not today, or tomorrow, but 
Sunday. So, what's really intense he's, he just wants to go through life, doing what he can to make his life better, 
and kind of get out of this not so great part of town. And he doesn't want to be involved in the gangs at all. But 
now he has to worry that somebody you know could attack him in any point. So, I like reading realities that are 
completely unfamiliar to me and completely opposite of my experience. So, I definitely want to read this book. 
So, I kind of, like have an understand that viewpoint. 
 
Jessie  35:15 
I totally agree. And that's what I was gonna add to that as well as while this may seem so unfamiliar to a lot of 
us, this is this very well could be a teens reality somewhere else, you know, and just the real life issues that you 
were just talking about before as far as mental health goes in this very well could happen in somewhere else on 
this on this Earth, you know, so, it is I agree, I love reading books that have something so unfamiliar to me yet, 
that way I can understand and empathize with those that I might encounter that are going through something 
like that, you know, so like I said, it may seem unheard of, but it's definitely happening. 
 
Erin  36:02 
Yeah, absolutely. Um, those are the books that I think resonate the most with me too, because it's not an 
experience that I'm going to have myself but it does promote empathy. And that's my favorite thing about books 
is just learning things that I don't know anything about.  
 
Jessie  36:22 
100%  
 
Erin  36:24 
All right. Well, I we shared a five of our five each of our favorite hot reads for the summer there is way more 
than that. We have 15 for teens, and then I don't even know how many 8 million Jessie for for kids? 
 
Jessie  36:40 
Oh my gosh, we have so these are our middle grade books that I picked and this was an even all of them. We 
have the whole shelf is full the whole summer it really all year round lately, but I think we usually typically pick 
about five or six that are coming out per month. So that ranges from you know, baby all the way up to teen So, 
or middle grade which can branch over into teen so we definitely have a lot of heartbeats to check out as well. 
 
Erin  37:08 
Excellent. All right. Thank you so much for joining me this afternoon. Thank you. Alright, Bye, everyone. Until 
next time on all things 


