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Erin  00:26 
Hello, everyone, and welcome to this episode of all things team Podcast. I am really excited today to introduce 
our guest, Logan Logan, you're one of our teens that CMPL and you come to a lot of our programs and have 
been participating in super secret book blocks. Hey, actually, do you want to tell us a little bit about yourself and 
about super secret book box? 
 
Logan  00:49 
Of course. My name is Logan Beisel, I live around the North Branch and also the Main Branch of where these 
people work. The Secret book box is basically a monthly box that you can get of any different kind of like fiction, 
nonfiction history, stuff like that. But you can get it's give you a box, a box of stuff, games, treats, books book 
that you want to keep, and then a book that is for the library. And I've gotten a lot of them that are insanely 
good. 
 
Erin  01:33 
Yeah, I've noticed you...you've been alternating for a couple different, um, you didn't seem to like humor and 
comedy a lot. And then I think were you doing? Like, a dystopian, maybe? 
 
Logan  01:49 
Dystopian and sci fi are like the other two main ones that I like. 
 
Erin  01:55 
Yeah. But I love dystopian. I actually had somebody say to me, is that still a thing? I'm like, Yes, it's still a thing. 
Like it's still huge. And like, in literature, which I'm obsessed with I'm always looking for a new dystopian book or 
series. 
 
Logan  02:10 
Some authors can like make dystopian stuff look like so real. But it's actually not. It's, it's insane. 
 
Erin  02:18 
Yeah, one of my favorite dystopian authors is Neil Schusterman. So always, at some point, try to give everybody 
Neil Schusterman book, because he's so good at it. But speaking of books, you have books that you're going to 
recommend to us. So why don't you start out with your first title? What is your first title and you want to tell us 
a little bit about it and why you picked it as one of your favorites? 
 
Logan  02:42 
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The first title that I have, and this is a full-on book series. It has many in the series, probably more to come. 
Rangers Apprentice book one, the Ruins of Gorlin I chose this because I'm an archer. I'm in archery. It seemed 
like a thing that I would like, Rangers usually mean, arching, archery, bows, arrows, shooting at things. So, 
actually, my brother recommended this for my for me. And he gave me these books. And I'm still continuing on 
the series, because it is insanely good. The person who made it John Flanagan, he is incredible. Like it, he makes 
it feel like you're actually in the book, you're actually one of the characters watching this whole entire thing play 
out, you can see things in your head and see the characters reacting to other characters or other things. The 
environments look like very realistic. It's kind of like the Hobbit. And the Lord of the Rings. It's…it's incredible. 
The main character is Will. He is 15 years old, actually one year old, like younger than me. So, I get to see him do 
stuff when you're younger than me doing stuff like that I do love to do. And basically, the book is about he gets 
awarded to be a Ranger's apprentice, which is very rare in their whole world. It's a very rare possibility. A lot of 
people go for the other ones. Some very rarely get to be picked for Rangers apprentice. If you are, you're very 
special. Because you get to be taught how to be out in the field, very sneaky, very stealthy, kind of certain 
person who likes to see and know what's going on around him but also be able to fight things from a long-range 
distance, mostly in a long-range distance. Sometimes close range, but mostly with a bow and arrow can able to 
shoot things, being able to know how to throw knives, stuff like that, that is just incredible. And his teacher, who 
is a former a Ranger, and a really good ranger on their side, his name is Halt, he's gonna be he was he's teaching 
Will, how to be an archer how to be this sneaky, stealthy kind of guy with this cloak on, making sure he's keeping 
a low profile, but also being aware of his surroundings, always. His friends on his journey, one of them who is 
mostly in this book, his name is Horace. He's part of the battle. He's part of the warriors who are protecting the 
whole area, he is the Warriors apprentice. Their relationship is I'd say kind of how a friend and a friend would 
argue with each other a lot. They're more of an arguing kind of their…their sides of stories are kind of different. 
But it's really cool, because this person who wrote this book, he makes it so it switches from one side to the 
other. It switches from one person to the other person. 
 
Erin  06:27 
I love it. I love it when it's multiple points of view. 
 
Logan  06:31 
Yeah. And it makes it feel more realistic. So, you can actually see one person, it's not just a one person that's 
doing the full story. And there's…there's perspective, but also switches mostly to another person, his friend, 
friends perspective and everything kind of thing. And it's really, really cool. I think a lot of people would like to 
want to read this and read the series. I'm already on the third book. 
 
Erin  07:01 
I feel like this would be like a really good like live action show. 
 
Logan  07:05 
Oh, yeah, this. I don't know if they have a live action show or not. But if they do, I would like to watch it. 
 
Erin  07:13 
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Well they're finally doing like more like being in a sci fi sci fi shows like, I'm just like, it's been a while. But I feel 
like that's becoming like, a lot more popular now on like Netflix and Amazon Prime and things like that than it 
used to be. 
 
Logan  07:31 
Yeah, I know. For right now, I know. I don't know the full amount that is in this series. But I do know that I think 
there are 12 books in the series. I don't know if they're more. But if they are, you're gonna probably be reading a 
lot for a long time with this series, because this is a very large series. But it's so like, cooperative, it's got a lot of 
twists, it's got a lot of turns. Got a lot of like environments that are new, but also like cool and you to explore 
like, certain areas of it. And just feels more realistic because he puts his emphasis on like fighting, when they're 
fighting you can like really hear that claiming of metal against metal of a sword or the arrow, the bowstring kind 
of like the arrow leaving the bowstring. If you can hear it, you can feel it. You can see like, feel like you can see it 
and watching it. You can watch from your perspective of what's going on. Because he puts so much emphasis on 
when something hits, what the noise is, what the sound is what you can hear. 
 
Erin  08:47 
Yeah, I was just looking it up on Goodreads. And it's really interesting because it's hard to tell like it says 40 
works 16 primary works, what sounds like they're 16 but it looks like there's pretty cool series which are the 
early years the sequel spinoff series, which is Brotherband Chronicles, and then another sequel spinoff series, 
which is Rangers Apprentice, the Royal Ranger. So, I think there might be maybe potentially 16 in the original 
series. It's looking like.. 
 
Logan  09:24 
If you like fantasy-based things, that is one of the ones I would recommend a lot. My brother, my oldest, loved 
it. He said he gave it to me because he knew I would love it. I still love it. I'm excited to read the third book. I'm 
starting on that one soon. 
 
Erin  09:44 
I'm really glad you this is one of your recommendations because I actually have not read these books. I mean, 
I've been aware of them because they've been out I think the first one came out in like 2004. So, they've been 
out for a while. But yeah, this is a series that I have not started yet. So, I'm definitely making sure this is on my to 
read list and then we start reading it, we can talk about it. So, Logan, what is your second book that you want to 
share with us that you recommend?  
 
Logan  10:10 
Well, as I said before, sci-fi is one of my favorite things. Dystopian is one of my favorite things. There is a sci-fi 
dystopian that I got from one of the book boxes, named Bot Wars. Bot Wars is incredible. Not by just how 
dystopian is laid out, but how the sci fi how they make it. Like you. As I said, with the Rangers Apprentice, you 
can feel can see you can hear all of what's going on. You can like be next to the person. The person who made it, 
J.V. Kade. Incredible. How he tells the story is incredible. The environment, all of like the different areas that are 
in here, like how it's all futuristic, all futuristic based. But it also is in the United States. They just called different 
things because of futuristic based. There is now instead of United States of America, it's the United States. I 
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think it's the United Districts. And it is a two-book series. I haven't read the second book because I'm still 
creating a bunch of other books plus the Ranger's Apprentice third book. So, I'm trying to get to that one. But 
what is about the main character is people like to call them Trout. So, he's more he's mostly going by Trout St. 
Crakes. But his actual name is Aiden. He's been searching for his father for the last two years. Because his father 
mysteriously disappeared in the war that has been going on the Bot Wars. Because bots wanted to take control 
of their rights, they wanted rights, they wanted their own freedom, they want to be a part of the whole entire 
USA like everybody else was. So, the Bot Wars came into play and the government and the bots fought. After 
two years of fighting, his dad mysteriously disappeared. And he's trying to find him with his older brother. But 
it's, it's a very, very interesting book. Because it's dystopian, it's got a lot of dystopian in there, it's got a lot of 
like, sci fi in it. It's bots, there's many different robots in there. It is there. They're cooperative. They're like 
learning things as they go with humans. They're, like communicating with each other. It's very funny. It's, it's got 
some comedy in there. I'm not gonna lie there's, there's some, there's some very funny comedy in there. And 
the fact that this guy is just living through this whole thing. The government taking control and the bots being 
around the bots being like this big threat or something like that. them being cooperative with each other. Um, 
everything and him trust trying to find his father is it makes it feel so real. It's so futuristic, and it's got like, all 
these like, futuristic kind of things. What you would think in the future, what cars would go on if they don't run 
on like, roads, their roads are art. Instead of roads. They're like fixed to these cool hover rails that are made 
from energy and are flying across many different sides of the streets. They're not on, they're not on roads 
anymore. They're not on street lights. They're not anything. It's all just cool energy based. Street rails 
hoverboards a thing, stuff like that, and hoverboards I know, people know what a hoverboard is. It's a…it's a 
thing on wheels. You ride around on it. These are actual hoverboards. These are people who get on boards and 
actually hover above the ground and actually like fly around on these rails too. It's pretty amazing of how this 
person like shows you like how much it has changed from being this oil production, roads wheels. tractors things 
that are normal in our world, and made it go over the time of being futuristic, being, like, in this reality of just 
being in this whole mindset, being in the future, being able to see things that you wouldn't be able to see and 
hear, because while if you tried to run a run on a energy based rail, you probably not be able to do it because it's 
only for those things. But they have the hoverboards to ride around on and things that you would see, you 
would think to see in the future, it makes it feel more possible that you can actually be able to, like... 
 
Erin  15:48 
Hoverboards make me think of another dystopian book series The Uglies by Scott Westerfeld. So, I'm in I 
actually haven't read this one because this is one that we purchase as a book giveaway. So now I was looking it 
up and there is like a second book and I feel like we totally need to give that kits out for the library. 
 
Logan  16:14 
But yeah, if you like science fiction, if you like dystopian if you like the mixture of the two, if you'd like a little bit 
of comedy in there. It's…it's…it's one, it's one to look at. It's one to see, it's one that I felt like I was actually 
they're in this like future world where everything is different. And all these things these like mechanics and 
everything else is like, super realistic. But something that people hear something people in this reality right now 
wouldn't be able to think of, wouldn't be able to build wouldn't be able to, like, believe that it would read that is 
real, but it just feels so entirely real. So entirely different. Like you're just in a new on a new planet or something 
like that, which is insane. 
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Erin  17:07 
Okay, I'm definitely making sure that the library has copies of this that you guys will be able to check. All right, 
what is book number three Logan? I'm very excited. 
 
Logan  17:19 
Okay, so book number three. I know summer vacation right now. I know that people like it being nice and sunny 
outside, being able to go outside and not have to worry about anything cold and rain turning into ice and snow. 
But this one this one is that. Now I think a lot of people have also read like and watched movies and books. Like 
I've seen books that are about Santa Claus and like, how he became to be how he came into this world how he 
was like himself. All these are the things about him being a teenager, but this one this one is different. Kringle by 
Tony Abbott is actually about Kringle being a little kid in a world of elves when elves were not his friends. Well, 
they were his friends, but you couldn't really see them fully. They're about his height when he's a little kid. His 
caretaker is a magical person. It is all based off magic. The elves have magic. But it's not technically the bad guys 
aren't the humans. Kringle is a human himself and he has no power. He has no reindeer. He just has himself and 
his caretaker, Merwin and there are goblins and these creatures are this is a magical fiction fictional book but it's 
got funny comedy in there because how they describe how he describes the goblins you can actually you can 
actually see them and be like disgust cuz how he describes the goblins how they're described how they're all 
like, how he makes them sound like what they are and then you can see them like picture them and go like, Oh, 
that looks disgusting. Oh, I don't like that. I don't like what that creature looks like. I don't like them. sort of thing 
he makes it like so you can like picture what they look like. He puts a lot of emphasis on what they look like and 
what they are, who they are and kind of like stuff like that. He makes it feel more real. It makes it feel like you're 
actually looking at them and going like, ooh, I like this character ooh I like this person. I don't like that thing. I 
don't like this person. This person seems a little too suspicious for me. Kind of sort of thing. But this is a book 
about Kringle, Kris Kringle, Santa Claus. And how he became who he was when he was a little kid up to a 
teenager up to a grown up how he met the elves, how he met everything, what his parents were, like, stuff like 
that, that are just like it's so it's so it's it was it's so immersive. And you can you can see characters, you can feel 
that what this whole thing might feel like, like a like a forest, a dark forest, how creepy it feels, how scared you 
are, how like, scary could be the scary noises that may come out of the forest things that you just feel like you 
can hear and like go like this. Does that feel right? Something feels like it's walking, watching behind me sort of 
thing. It's…it's incredible. And I really liked it. I actually not gonna lie. I got this from Florida, when I went on my 
vacation that people who have those condos there, I they have a they have a book thing on the top that you can 
actually either leave a book that you liked for them that you don't read anymore or you can have a book and I 
got this and I read this in Florida and it was amazing. Even though it was blazing hot outside and sunny and nice 
and awesome. Outside, and I love the pool and everything, but it just took me to a different place of snow and 
ice. Very immersive. 
 
Erin  22:15 
That's awesome. Kind of reminds me was that there's like, guardians that like, they're in charge of like holidays, 
or something that that movie? 
 
Logan  22:26 
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The not I'm not gonna say guardians of Cahool, because that's not exactly what you're thinking about.  
 
Erin  22:36 
Or the Galaxy cuz that's Marvel. 
 
Logan  22:38 
Yeah. I know what you mean, though. 
 
Erin  22:43 
Yeah. But I love that too, because I feel like so recently in graphic novel, and in teen action, they've been doing a 
lot of origin stories for like superheroes. But it's really cool to see like an origin of like, a well-known, you know, 
it's actually, you know, from, I believe, originally from Nordic literature, and mythology, I think. So, it's really cool 
to see the origin story. That is immersive. And that can the teens can read and enjoy. I'm gonna I'm gonna have 
to, I feel like I am one of those people that have a hard time reading books around the house, about the 
holidays, unless it's around the holidays, I might have to wait. But I definitely want to read this one. And actually, 
if I was on a beach in Florida or somewhere, then I think it would be easier to read because like  
 
Logan  23:41 
You're enjoying the hot sun while reading a book that's not in the hot sun.  
 
Erin  23:44 
Exactly. I just think of like reading Christmas books at home with like a fire going and like a cup of hot cocoa and 
like, my, my penguin like I have this electric penguin blanket which is adorable. And my slippers and I don't 
know, I feel like if you're from Michigan, and you don't like enjoy that whole idea of sitting on a cozy sofa with 
like a blanket and hot cocoa and a book like what have you been doing with your life? Oh, yeah. So you have one 
more book that you're going to share with us? Can you tell us about it? 
 
Logan  24:21 
Yes. Now this one. I saved the best for last. 
 
Erin  24:26 
Oh, excellent. 
 
Logan  24:27 
This one is super sci-fi. Not only is it super sci-fi I think this is the book that I got with the Bot Wars one for 
dystopian. This is spacey and it has an it's made by Scott. I never can say his name his last name correctly, but I 
think it's rent chine or rent.  
 
Erin  24:51 
Oh yeah. Reintgen, I think.  
 
Logan  24:54 
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Yeah. Reintgen. Yeah. His last name is really hard to space. spell but yeah, I'm trying to figure it out. But it is part 
of a three-book series. I finished the first one. I'm on to the second one sooner or later. It's called Nyxia. 
 
Erin  25:13 
Yeah. 
 
Logan  25:15 
And it asks the one question that everybody will have to probably think for a little bit as well, would you be 
willing to risk for a lifetime of fortune. The main character, his name is Emmett Atwater. I know last name is 
really weird. But um, it kind of reminds me of like a movie a little bit, because that's what the first name of the 
person was. But he lives in Detroit, Michigan, he is 16 years old. And this is a basically story about an actual 
other planet that these 10 recruits are going to towards, to figure out and to find this substance called Nyxia. 
Nyxia is a substance that is actually very cooperative. It cooperates with the person that is trying to…to 
manipulate it, it can be manipulated into many things like weapons, medicine, buildings and clothing. But you 
can only do it a certain time. And you can only do it, well, you don't have to do it at a certain time, you mostly 
have to do it at your own risk. If you do it too much the next year, as the book says, it is a cooperative one wants 
to it will manipulate at your will. But sooner or later, it will want to manipulate you at its own will, because it has 
its own will. So you have to only do it for a certain amount of time, or you have to do it for certain uses before it 
starts to try and go like you know what, you're manipulating me? How about, I manipulate you into what I want 
you to be. And it starts trying to manipulate your body into different things. That's when it's trying to control 
you. But these people that are giving them a lifetime of money, everything for their family, and they only pick 
the people that are down on the list, not the rich people, not the mediocre, like in the middle people who have 
enough money to pay for everything, the poor people. All these 10 recruits are poor, or almost poor. Their 
families are having a hard time or something like that. They can't get the money to do anything for them. So, 
these people pick them for the certain task. And they'll give them enough money for their parents or anybody to 
do anything that they need to be able to live while they're going off and risking their life to the mine this Nyxia. 
The planet that they're going to, it's called Eden. And it has a new race called Adomites. The Adomites don't like, 
they have a distaste for adults. So, but that's what the people the people that recruited them, who are called 
debate the I think Babble or Bay Bell Corporation. There... 
 
Erin  29:00 
Yeah. And I honestly, it's funny, I listened to the audiobook of that, and I still can't remember how it was 
pronounced.  
 
Logan  29:07 
It was they said that they don't trust adults. But they were welcomed guest and I'm put and they put the and 
they put that in parentheses. It's a very mysterious book. But these, they don't like adults, so they only like 
teenagers. They'll allow teenagers in their kids. They don't like adults. But they're welcome to guest on their 
planet. So, it kind of sends in a little bit of suspicion. But they have to bring this Nyxia back to Earth in order to 
basically get the money they want. But first they have to train for it. And after learn to work together. Thing is 
that this corporation is a little bit more mysterious than they thought. And as you go through the book, you'll 
see what I mean by that. 
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Erin  30:17 
Yeah, it's an immersive book. I love it. Because when, at the very beginning, we know very little about what's 
going on at all, because you're like, okay, cool, I'm gonna, I'm gonna go into space. I'm not trained to do this. 
And then the training itself is so intense. And you're like, okay, clearly something's going on. And like, 
everything's kind of like slowly revealed over time. 
 
Logan  30:43 
You're gonna have, you're probably your heart broken some times. It is. But it's very immersive. But the thing is, 
is that all of this, this whole entire Corporation, there's a lot of secrets, that they're not showing to these people 
at first. Yeah. But they give them enough money for their parents to grow. And they're giving them and they give 
them points for every single time they complete something, they get points. And they're always saying the 
points matter more. And they want them to start working together. But they want them to also start fighting 
each other, sometimes fighting for the points to see who gets to go and who doesn't. 
 
Erin  31:34 
Yeah, it is really, really great. I love it. I love that he was from Detroit, which is great. Of course. This is actually 
one of the books that I think ended up on our amazing audiobooks list when I was on that group. The year it 
came out, and then I only read that first one, but I definitely intend on reading the next two books. Because you 
just really want to find out what happens but you're really right Logan, like the whole morality question of 
they're manipulating teens into making this like really difficult decision like what is more important providing for 
your family that could use it or doing something that's not ethically you know, found? So, it's really intriguing in 
that aspect too. 
 
Logan  32:25 
Yeah, the thing that I've picked up on this is that next year wounds cannot be healed by next year itself next year 
can heal wounds that you get so if you get hurt by like you get slashed by a regular sword and you get like 
scraped or something it can heal it quickly. If next year were to create another wound the next year that 
originally created it and next year at round it would not heal it and that's the thing that some people start 
figuring out 
 
Erin  32:56 
Yeah, yeah, I'm really curious what's gonna happen with that in the next few books, I feel like that like that's 
going to be a big deal. 
 
Logan  33:06 
And Nyxia feeds on a lot of your emotion. That's what it wants to manipulate is that emotion and they'll 
manipulate to your emotion and because it you manipulate whatever you want it to be in your mind.  
 
Erin  33:21 
Absolutely.  
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Logan  33:21 
So if you so if you want to make it if you want to make Nyxia into a replica of yourself and you think it in your 
mind you will make it into a replica of yourself I know walking replica but a statue of yourself in a really cool 
pose you could probably think of something that make a Nyxia but you can only do it certain a certain amount of 
times before the Nyxia starts to want to do it to you that's when it's that's when it starts to try and get to you 
and one... 
 
Erin  33:57 
In book one you can only imagine like it's gonna get better and then... 
 
Logan  34:02 
Yeah, but you never really know. And the main character is the one ultimate choice that he has to face is that 
when fortune at any cost or find a way to fight to fight that won't forever compromise what it means to be 
human. And that's the one question that all you have to end all he has to do is find out what that ultimate choice 
which one he chooses. 
 
Erin  34:38 
You really lucked out with that super secret book box. You got two really great books. 
 
Logan  34:44 
Oh, yeah, I've got some really good books in there. A lot of a lot of times they're…they're like, their creative 
books, but they're also some of the comedy books I've gotten are hilarious. Like the one that I gotten recently, 
Noggin. 
 
Erin  35:02 
Oh yeah.  
 
Logan  35:03 
That's a that's a great one. I love that one. That's a that's, that's comedy now.  
 
Erin  35:08 
Yeah, he's good with comedy, Andrew Smith. There's some authors that do do comedy Really justice, for sure. 
 
Logan  35:21 
But they've got they've got some comedy in that Nyxia book. That's mostly it mostly is dystopian sci-fi. And it's 
very, very immersive. 
 
Erin  35:32 
Although I would say, oh, if you if anybody is looking for, like the ultimate sci-fi comedy book, and that is, of 
course, Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, because it's silly and ridiculous. But it's also sci-fi. 
 
Logan  35:43 
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I want to read that that's one of the books that I also want to read. I'm just trying to figure out where I can find 
the first book, not just the whole like, book about the whole series. I want to find just the one the first book. 
 
Erin  35:55 
Yeah, I think we have it broken down to in our collection. So let's check that out. Yeah, I just listened to the first 
one on audio actually. And that was really fun. Having somebody who is like more comedically talented than my 
brain, read it to me. 
 
Logan  36:16 
Yeah, I've heard a lot of people saying, oh, yeah, it's hilarious. It's funny. It's, it's got some a lot of funny jokes in 
there. You'll really like it, something like that. And I've really wanted to watch it. I really want to read it, but not 
like, it's I have only found the big book was the whole series in their first book, or the second book. 
 
Erin  36:41 
Yeah, also double check. Because if we don't have them individually, we definitely get them for library. We 
sometimes I don't know. Also, it's good to note this for anybody else that reading eBooks, we might have it on 
our OverDrive out in the Suburban Library Cooperative. So, you could you don't mind reading eBooks or listen to 
audio books on your phone. That's also an option to. So, Logan and I want to thank you so much for being our 
guest today and giving us your amazing recommendations. So, I have I have some reading to do sounds like. 
 
Logan  37:20 
Oh, yeah, once you start reading some of these books, you will not want to put it down. 
 
Erin  37:26 
That's good. That's the highest phrase that I think any reader can give at book. 
 
Logan  37:30 
You will not want to put it down. And if you do, you'll have to sit it at a cliffhanger and wait until next time to 
read it. It's gonna be hard to do. You're gonna be wanting to like walk around with it in your hand, like looking at 
it, but also doing other things and trying to like, look between them. 
 
Erin  37:46 
I know I always try to find other activities I can do to listen, so I can multitask. So, I like I'll get the book and the 
audiobook and like when I can't read but I'm like doing chores or something. I'll listen to the audio. So, I'm like, 
still get the story while I'm getting other things done. Now go back and forth. I said, oh my gosh, thank you so 
much for your recommendations. Jamie will close caption this so that we will be able to see all the titles that 
you've recommended. And I did check and we definitely have Kringle and Nyxia. I'm going to be adding Bot Wars 
and its sequel to the library's collection. And we do have Ranger's apprentice, although I should definitely go 
through and make sure that we're not missing any of those. So, thanks so much for sharing and until next time, 
everyone.  
 
Logan  38:33 
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And thank you for having me. 
 
Erin  38:35 
You're very welcome. 


