
Clinton-Macomb Public Library 
New North Branch Dedication Ceremony

September 19, 2021 at 2 p.m.

Welcome
Larry P. Neal, Library Director

Presentation of the flag of the United States of America
Members of Boy Scout Troop #208: Maximus VanJaarsveld, Alex Dabrowski, Daniel 

Haddad, and William Knotts

National Anthem
Macomb Community College Macombers, Todd Moses-Director

Invocation
Father Ron Victor, St. Isidore Church

Recognition of Guests
Camille A. Silda, Library Board President

Guest Speakers
Frank J. Viviano, Macomb Township Supervisor
Robert J. Cannon, Clinton Township Supervisor

Randy Riley, State Librarian
Representative Andy Levin, 9th Congressional District

Senator Michael MacDonald
Representative Jeff Yaroch

Mark A. Hackel, Macomb County Executive

Ribbon Cutting
Mary Russo, President, Friends of the Clinton-Macomb Public Library

Eric, Tiffany, Haley and Drew Gauthier

Grand Opening and Activities 
Available until 6 p.m.

Clinton-Macomb Public Library
Inspire. Create. Dream. Learn.

Welcome to your new 
Clinton-Macomb Public Library 

North Branch!

54100 Broughton Road
Macomb, Michigan

Inspire • Create • Dream • Learn



Building Facts and Service Highlights
Square footage:  28,091 plus 6,055 in porticos and courtyards

Project funding: $18.5M in 30-year bonds; $400K fund balance

Maximum occupancy: 608

Parking spaces: 77

Accessibility beyond ADA: Automatic power doors; door-free access to restroom 
areas; built-in step stools for hand washing; motorized scooter and wheelchair for 
in-library use

Drive-up window (available during business hours): Pick up holds, return larger 
items, pay fines, obtain or renew library cards

Check in: Automated materials handling system checks in up to 1,400 items per 
hour - place items in the indoor and outdoor conveyor RETURN slots one item at 
a time; return puppets, larger and fragile items at the drive-up window or Customer 
Care Desk 

Collection: 80,000 items at the North Branch; systemwide 450,000 items, $1M 
annual refreshing and replacing of materials systemwide

Reservable spaces (for resident cardholders up to 14 days in advance up to 6 hours per 
week; reserve online and receive a PIN via email to unlock the door): 

• 6 small study rooms for up to 2 people
• 3 group study rooms for up to 8 people

Reservable spaces (for nonprofit organizations in the library’s service area by a 
resident cardholder, free of charge, up to 60 days in advance up to twice a month; 
reserve online and once approved receive a PIN via email to unlock the door):

• Meeting room for 100 theater style; 60 banquet style
• Conference room for 28

Technology: 
• WiFi inside and outside including 5 USB/AC power posts
• 8 public computers, color printer/copier/scanner/fax
• Touch screen gaming table for 4 kids; PS5 for teens

Emergency preparedness: Full building generator

Floor pockets: Michigan lakes and rocks, farmyard A-Z, time capsule, special effects, 
teens

Early literacy features: Alphabet whirligig including American sign language, garden 
kiosk and writing table, farmhouse imaginative play kitchen, windmill, wetland inter-
active mural and more

The Tech-Logic automated materials 
handling system takes items on a roller 
coaster ride for check in and sorting after 
they are put in the internal or drive-up 
return slots.

Nine self-service study rooms pro-
vide ample space for livelier groups 
and those who need more privacy.

The new reference desk was designed 
by Library Design Associates and 
built by the Worden Company, both 
Michigan-based firms.

that provide the greatest ease of use for library cus-
tomers. The Burgeon Group has created amazing early 
literacy and children’s spaces in over 350 outstanding 
libraries across North America. In all, over 50 firms 
with hundreds of talented and dedicated designers, 
architects, engineers, artisans, tradesmen, and laborers 
as well as many library staff members each did their 
part to ensure a high quality, long lasting, functional, 
beautiful building and grounds all during the midst of 
the challenges brought on by the pandemic. 

We also thank the Macomb Township Building, 
Engineering, Fire, Planning & Zoning, and Water 
& Sewer Departments for their assistance through-
out the entire process from permit approvals to final 
inspections.

Whether this is the first time you have stepped into 
a library in many years or you are a regular customer, 
we hope that you find the new North Branch a place 
of joy, discovery, and inspiration, and that it becomes 
an integral part of your family’s life for generations to 
come. We look forward to serving you soon!

Larry P. Neal
Library Director

It is often said that the greatest stories begin with 
the turn of a page, and we are so delighted to have 
you as part of this exciting next chapter of the 

Clinton-Macomb Public Library’s history! The new 
North Branch is an architectural gem designed to de-
liver state-of-the art service, collections and amenities, 
and to complete the library’s triple crown of world-
class facilities.

The concept of a free, public library is an original 
American idea beginning nearly two centuries ago. 
Michigan even incorporated the provision of funding 
local libraries from penal fines—payments for viola-
tions of state statutes—in its first constitution in 1835 
where it has remained ever since. Interestingly, Mich-
igan does not require communities to fund a public 
library. Based on this premise one might conclude 
that the quality of a community is directly reflected 
in its commitment to literacy, education, culture, and 
opportunity for advancement by the quality of its 
public library. 

Nearly 30 years ago, community visionaries worked 
together to establish what is now the Clinton-Ma-
comb Public Library. In 2020, all 81 precincts in the 
library’s service area (Macomb Township and portion 
of Clinton Township not in the Mount Clemens 
School District) confirmed the commitment to fund-
ing the library system at its current level through the 
dedicated millage renewal. All bond payments and 
library operations are funded by the millage including 
the new building.

The project was funded by $18.5M in 30-year bonds 
at historically low interest rates of around 3%. The 
property was generously donated by the Macomb 
Township Board of Trustees on behalf of the residents 
just as the Charter Township of Clinton did for the 
Main Library back in 1999.

In 2018, the Library Board hired a remarkable team 
to design and manage the construction of the project. 
Quinn Evans Architects has a national reputation for 
outstanding design and historic restoration, including 
several public libraries. McCarthy & Smith, Inc., was 
hired as the construction management firm and has 
extensive experience in constructing municipal build-
ings. Library Design Associates is renowned in the 
industry for expertise in shelving and furniture layouts 

Some of  the project team leaders (left to right): Alex Fritz (Quinn 
Evans); Bill Butka, Aaron Phillips and Ashley Roberts (Mc-
Carthy & Smith), Larry Neal (CMPL); and Benjamin Telian 
(Quinn Evans). Not pictured: James Mumby, Ann Dilcher, and 
Fatima Beacham (Quinn Evans) and Bill McCarthy (McCarthy 
& Smith).

From the Director



Let’s Build a Library!
Absolute Fire Protection, Inc.
Allied Insurance Managers
Ann Arbor Ceiling & Partition
Artisan Tile Inc.
Asphalt Specialists, Inc.
Baruzzini Contracting
Becket & Raeder
Bendzinski & Co.
Burgeon Group
CI Contracting
Communico
Contrast Mechanical
Controllor Security
Creative Windows
Daniels Glass, Inc.
Eldorado Tile & Marble
Electrex Industrial Solutions
Flying LockSmiths
Foster Swift Collins
G2 Consulting Group, LLC
Gardiner C. Vose, Inc.
Iron Fetish Metalworks, Inc.
Leidal and Hart Mason Contractors, LLC
Library Design Associates, Inc.
Marco Technology
Marino's Lanscape
McCarthy & Smith, Inc.
McCarthy Construction
McCarty Domes
Michael J. Nickerson & Associates
Midwest Geothermal
Miller Canfield
Mills Mechanical LLC
Multivista
National Communications Corporation
Northwest Acoustical
OpenPath
Osborne Engineering
Percussion Play
Peter Basso Associates, Inc.
Quinn Evans Architects
Rayhaven Group
Robert Nelson & Sons
SDI Structures
Sequoia Technology
Seven Brothers Painting, Inc.
Simone Construction SE
Soundscape Engineering
Spalding DeDecker
Structureworks
Team Schutmaat
Tech-Logic Corporation
Wally Kosorski & Company, Inc.
Wm. Molnar Roofing, Inc.
Zak Welding & Custom Work, LLC

Let’s Build a Library Tours
Join Library Director Larry Neal for a program and tour about 
the new North Branch. Find out why the library has a dome, 
what happened to the trees that were cleared to build the library 
and parking lot, what happens to the books once you return them 
on the conveyor belt, and much more! The program includes a 
behind the scenes tour and lasts about 90 minutes. Open to all 
ages. Registration required. Visit http://cmpl.libnet.info/events for 
more information.

Leidel & Hart masons laid over 200,000 
bricks for the exterior of the building.

We sincerely thank the hundreds of talented people who 
were part of the design and construction of the new North 
Branch over the past three years!

The footings of the new North Branch 
being poured by Baruzzini Contracting.

An Electrex Industrial Solutions elec-
trician installs one of the globe lighting 
fixtures in the clerestory area.

Some of the most important components 
of the building will never be seen! Zak 
Welding constructed the steel structure.

7.581 acres of land
Macomb Township Board of Trustees 

on behalf of the residents

terrazzo compass medallion & 
right-of-way sidewalk

Friends of the Clinton-Macomb Public Library

early literacy features
2018 & 2019 CMPL Taste of the Town Fundraisers

motorized scooter
Catherine Mazzolla in memory of 
Giuseppina and Angelo Mazzola

benches
The Bielak Family and Friends 
in memory of Marilyn Bielak

Robert and Cheryl Cannon for Preston, Emma & Cade

Lois A. Kabel, Donald L. Chadwick, Laura N. Allen, 
Patricia A. Pandya and Susan M. Miller 

in memory of Bill K. Chadwick

Joseph & Camille Silda

United States Marine Corps 2nd Battalion 8th Marines 
Echo Company, Sangin Valley, Afghanistan 2011  

Cpl Johnathan W. Taylor 2-22-11 
Cpl Kyle R. Schneider 6-30-11

digital Geochron® world clock
Thomas & Marilyn Giacobassi

mechanical Geochron® world clock
Friends of the Clinton-Macomb Public Library (2001)

outdoor musical instruments
The Bielak Family and Friends 
in memory of Marilyn Bielak

John King, Larry Neal & Library Board 
in memory of Judy Neal

Laura Luce bequest

trees
DTE Foundation

BCB’s of Macomb (Ann, Amanda, Amanda, Alyse,  
Andrea, Amy, Kelly, Keri, Robyn)
The Bielak Family and Friends 
in memory of Marilyn Bielak

The Bielak Family and Friends 
in memory of Ronald T. Bielak
Audrey Bondar in memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Bondar

The Paul and Kristine Boor family
Michael Chirco

Lois A. Kabel, Donald L. Chadwick, Laura N. Allen, 
Patricia A. Pandya and Susan M. Miller  

in memory of Bill K. Chadwick 
Lynda & Michael Locke

Nieschulz-Degrandchamp family in memory of 
Delores Shetler-Caradonna
Peter & Martha Ruggirello 

in memory of Frank & Josephine Ruggirello
Peter & Martha Ruggirello 

in memory of Willis & Suzanne Hiebert

opening day collection
Paul & Kristine Boor in honor of Paige

Paul & Kristine Boor in honor of Nicholas
Emily Davisson in honor of The Three Davisson Brothers

Arlene Frontiera in honor of all the children who will 
read this book

Patricia Liva in honor of all our wonderful pets!
Lois Merline in honor of Mitchell Merritt

Laurie Morris in honor of Sadie, Madeline, Emerson, 
Scott, Kristin & Jamie

Connie Spector in memory of 
David Jaworoski and John Joseph Gordon

floor box display contents
Detroit Salt Company

Jordan and Zara Pride - Michigan Gems

It’s never too late to consider a gift or bequest to 
the library in honor or memory of a special person 
or to show your organization or company’s sup-

port of the library! Many gifts have funded features 
of the library that are enjoyed by the half a million 
visitors through our doors annually and often for mul-
tiple generations of families. Please contact Library 
Director Larry Neal at (586) 226-5011 or lneal@
cmpl.org for further information.

With Gratitude to Our Donors



The Friends of the Library funded a 
beautiful compass inlay for the floor 
under the dome in the Community 
Commons.

The meeting room provides space for library 
programs and nonprofit organizations to meet. 
The room includes AV equipment and exterior 
doors to the west portico.

Explore the new North Branch!

Glass globes in the clerestory above the 
adult reading room illuminate the knotty 
pine ceiling and provide whimsical views 
from the outside.

The meeting and study rooms are 
equipped with automated door locks. 
Once reserved, users will receive a PIN 
via email to unlock the door.

Early literacy features abound in the 
children’s area to encourage children 
to imagine, play and develop the 
skills to become ready to read.

© 2021 Burgeon
Group, LLC



The interior of the dome 
was designed based on the 
geometric patterns found in 
flowers. It is 38’ from the 
floor to the top of the ceiling 
also known as an oculus. Fi-
berglass panels weighing 300 
pounds each were lifted and 
hung in place using aircraft 
wiring. The perforated areas 
have acoustical materials for 
sound absorption.

The Friends of CMPL, a 501(c)(3) dedicated to sup-
porting the library, raised funds for the donation of 
the beautiful terraz-
zo compass me-
dallion in the very 
center of the space. 
As the library is not 
oriented in a perfect 
north-south align-
ment, the needle 
points slightly to the 
left of the entrance 
to the main hallway.

As a growing community separated by multiple sub-
divisions and served by three different school districts, 
the library is a natural crossroads for neighbors and 
classmates to congregate and meet. The Community 
Commons area under the dome serves a wide variety 
of purposes including display space to feature new 
materials, seating and meeting point, customer service 
desk, holds pickup, restrooms, drinking fountains and 
much more.

Let’s Meet Under the Dome!

What do some of the world’s greatest build-
ings such as the pantheon, Monticello, 
the Library of Congress, and the new 

North Branch Library all have in common? A dome, 
of course! These buildings, as well as dozens of the 
turn-of-the-last 
century public 
libraries funded in 
partnership between 
Andrew Carne-
gie and the local 
communities they 
served, provided 
the inspiration for 
the magnificent dome of the new library. Known as 
“temples of knowledge” and “the people’s universities,” 
free public libraries have served as vibrant community 
hubs for nearly two centuries.

The North Branch dome’s steel structure was fabricat-
ed by McCarty Domes, a specialty firm based in Tusc-
son, AZ. A plywood deck and waterproofing layers 
were applied on site. The entire structure, weighing 
38,000 pounds was lifted and placed by a giant crane. 

A total of 1,104 
copper tiles were 
individually shaped 
and pieced togeth-
er by the William 
Molnar firm with 
the tiles becoming 
smaller towards 
the top. Soon these 

tiles will turn a reddish brown color and ultimately 
display a beautiful verdigris blueish-green patina. The 
dome also gives the library height so that even though 
it is only one story and smaller than the other munic-
ipal buildings, it is in proper proportion for the Town 
Center.

Respect for the World Around Us
The Trees
Several American beech trees were felled in March 2019 to make way 
for the construction of the new library and parking lot. The harvest-
ed logs were shipped to Robert E. Nelson & Sons, a sixth generation 
family-owned sawmill in Lapeer where the wood was dried, sorted and 
sawn into boards. About 600’ of wood was shipped to Wally Kosorski 
& Co. in Clinton Township, the millwork firm that created the beau-
tiful wooden benches and molding throughout the library. About 250’ 
of wood was shipped to the Burgeon Group in Phoenix, the firm that 
created the special features in the children’s area. Look for the special 
beech leaf symbol on items around the library indicating use of the 
salvaged trees.

The Watershed
Water is sooooooo important–for you, for plants, animals, and insects–for every living thing 
in the environment! Did you know you are in a watershed right now? A watershed is an area 
of land where all water drains to a common waterway, such as a river, lake, or ocean. The 

Clinton River Watershed, for example, leads to Lake St. Clair. 
Wetlands are important connections between land and water 
within a watershed. They have many important roles that in-
clude providing vital habitats, filtering pollutants, and acting as 
a barrier to erosion. You can learn from them, enjoy recreational 
activities in them, and be inspired by their beauty. There are many 
different types of wetlands across our Great Lakes state and local 
region. Explore five of these unique and fascinating habitats on 
the custom designed shelving end panels in the children’s area of 
the library, and learn more about the plants and other creatures 
that call these habitats home. As inhabitants of the watershed, we 
all have important roles, too. Stop and think about where water 
comes from. . .appreciate and explore all that the watershed provides. . .conserve and be 
good to the environment for yourself and all who live here. We thank Commissioner Can-
dace Miller and her staff as well as the Clinton River Watershed Council for their assistance 
in the accuracy of the content of these panels.

The new building has many features to help with water quality including radiant heat on concrete areas close to the 
building eliminating the need for calcium chloride in the winter and detention forebays that will help slow the run-
off of water during storms as well as filter it.

Free heating and cooling from the earth
The new library’s geothermal heating and cooling system takes ad-
vantage of the stable temperature of the earth, around 55 degrees. In 
the summer, liquid glycol circulates through three circuits in 54 wells 
that go 300 feet into the earth (over six times the height of the top of 
the dome!). Heat is transported into the earth and dissipates back to 
55 degrees, which in turn is used for cooling the air in the library. In 
the winter the process is reversed and the liquid absorbs heat in the 
ground to 55 degrees, reducing the job of the boilers to heat the air 
and thus reducing carbon emissions from the burning of natural gas.



Library Board
Camille A. Silda ...................................................President
Amy L. Wille ................................................Vice President
Barbara Brown .....................................................Treasurer
Elizabeth Pugh .....................................................Secretary
Cheryl Cannon .......................................................Trustee
Fred L. Gibson, Jr. ...................................................Trustee
Michael K. Lotito ....................................................Trustee
Peter Ruggirello* .....................................................Trustee

Larry P. Neal ............................................. Library Director
*Resigned July 2021 due to relocation

Locations
Main Library

40900 Romeo Plank Road
Clinton Township, MI 48038

(586) 226-5020

North Branch
54100 Broughton Road

Macomb, MI 48042
(586) 226-5080

South Branch
35679 Gratiot Avenue

Clinton Township, MI 48035
(586) 226-5070

http://cmpl.org

info@cmpl.org

Hours
Monday through Thursday

9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday (Main Library)
Noon to 6 p.m.

Staff Department Heads
Terri Dedischew – Information Technology and Facilities

Margaret Dekovich – Staff Develop., Eme. Planning & South Branch
Gretchen Krug – Spatial Planning and North Branch

Jeannie Lake – Finance and Benefits
Katie LeBlanc – Customer Care / System Administrator

Jamie Morris – Communications and Strategy 
Celia Mulder – Collection Management

Lisa Mulvenna – Children’s and Teen Services
Amy Young – Adult Services

Friends of CMPL Board
Mary Russo, President
Bea Galaska, Vice President
Lynda Locke, Treasurer
Janet I. Dunn, Secretary
Paul Baecker
Barbara Baldinger
Liz Barta
Linda Biglane
Dennis Costa
Sharon Gladyck

Paulette Good
Jerry Hess
Kay and Alan Hunsanger
Jan Jones
Marilyn Lucaora
Maureen Murphy
Yolanda Parker
Pauline Ruszkowski
Jan Valentine We are always looking for new Friends members 

and volunteers! Visit https://cmpl.org/friends-of-
the-library for more information.

Inside or Outside?

From the very early stages of the design of the 
project it was clear that the new library would 
be located in a beautiful setting with views 

looking into a natural area to the east and to a bus-
tling town square area to the west. The notion that 
one must come into the library to enjoy reading and 
programming is an outdated one. Principal architects, 
James Mumby, AIA and Ann Dilcher, AIA, from 
Quinn Evans, incorporated several building features 
including courtyards, covered porticos, and patio as 
well as a boulder circle area to create spaces to enjoy 
the outdoors and the library simultaneously.

The library’s exterior features six benches, three cafe 
tables that seat five plus a stroller or wheel chair, and 
even a mirrored “inside-outside table” inspired by the 
Billund Bibliotek in Denmark! The patio and east 
courtyard also feature special power poles for charging 
cell phones, tablets and laptops.

Another special feature of the east side of the library 
is a collection of outdoor musical instruments for en-
joyment by aspiring musicians of all ages. These were 
made possible by a generous bequest and donations. 

The “inside-outside” table at the Billund Bibliotek in Den-
mark provided the inspiration for the mirrored tabled in the 
teen area on the inside and east courtyard on the outside. 
Which view is better? You decide!

Gardiner C. Vose Inc. installed 3,100 24” x 
24” floor panels for all general collection areas 
allowing for future flexibility of  power and data 
locations, five special “floor pocket” displays as 
well as serving as the return air plenum.

Look Up or Look Down?

While the inside of the dome, the floating globe lights in 
the adult reading room, the funky ceiling in the creative/
story time room encourage your eyes to look up, there 

are many rewards to looking at the floor! In addition to the Friends’ 
compass in the Community Commons, there are five special “floor 
pockets” each with a unique display. Can you find all five?

One of the boxes will hold a time capsule which contains informa-
tion about the building process, lists of award-winners from 2021, 
and a special album that everyone who attends dedication day is wel-
come to sign! The time capsule is schedule to be opened on Saturday, 
September 19, 2071.

Look up in the Creative/Story Time Room. It is designed to have 
a more industrial feel for lively activities and events, such as craft 
programs and story times. Circular lights and ceiling panels create an 
interesting appearance that highlight form and function.

When you go inside, don’t forget to sign the dedication day album for the time capsule!


