
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents of 5th Graders: 

 

We are excited for our upcoming 5th Grade Battle of the Books, hosted by the Clinton-

Macomb Public Library! This is a chance for any 5th grader to work on teams of 2 to 5 

students and read a selection of excellent books from a variety of genres. The program 

will conclude in a trivia battle on Sunday, March 6, 2022 at 2 pm, where they will answer 

questions about the books. Prizes will be given out for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. The teams 

will also have the opportunity to choose their team name and team attire. Best team name 

and attire will also win a prize.  

 

Each team will need one adult coach. This person will help the students prepare for the 

competition in whatever way he or she deems best. This person will also be the point of 

contact. Communication will be made mostly over email, so please provide an up-to-date 

email address. Please see the Tips for Coaches to learn how easy it is to be a coach. 

 

While the Battle will be an official competition with scorekeeping and prizes, we will 

consider it a win if every student who participates reads one book that they wouldn’t have 

otherwise!  As librarians, this is our chance to introduce students to great books they may 

not have heard of.  We believe that this program is crucial for children who are reaching 

an age when some of them are giving up on reading for pleasure.  It is also a useful tool 

to get students to talk about books and reading with parents and teachers.  

 

Each team should read all 12 titles; however, this can be achieved in whatever way the 

team sees fit. Each student may be assigned certain books or all team members may 

decide to read every one. This is entirely up to the students and their coach.  

 

We will be kicking off the program on Monday, November 8, 2021 at 2 pm with a 

Facebook Live broadcast announcing the complete list of the titles in the Battle of the 
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Books. Please make sure to like our Facebook page to view the announcement and to be 

notified of other exciting library events. The title list will also be available shortly after 

on the Battle of the Books page of our website, www.cmpl.org/BoB.  

 

Coaches must register teams for the Battle. Registration can be done online, in person, or 

over the telephone. To register online, go to www.cmpl.org/BoB. Make sure to fill out 

all of the information requested on the registration form. Teams who register by 

December 1, 2021, will receive, by email, one question that will appear in the actual 

battle. Please note, both adult Battle of the Books and 5th Grade Battle of the Books are 

housed on the same web page. Please scroll down to find the 5th Grade Battle of the 

Books.  

 

Multiple copies of the Battle titles will be available at the Main Branch of the Clinton-

Macomb Public Library for checkout to those who have officially registered after 

November 8, 2021. The North and South Branches both own at least one copy of each 

title as well. All titles are also available through our Overdrive or Hoopla apps.  If you 

have any questions, please feel free to contact the Youth Services Department at the Main 

Library at (586) 226-5030 or email our School Outreach Librarians at 

YSOutreach@cmpl.org. 

Please note: Due to COVID19, the location of the Battle of the Books is tentatively 

set to be in the auditorium at the Main Library (40900 Romeo Plank Road). Due to 

size limitations, we will be unable to allow spectators. Only the coaches and students 

participating in the battle will be able to be admitted in the room. This event may be 

turned into a virtual event at our discretion. If you have any questions about this 

please call or email using the contact info above.  

 

 

Tips for Battle of the Books Coaches 

  

  

1. Try reading the summary of each book out loud and seeing if your students can 

identify the title and author. 

 

2. Have students list the main character(s) of each book. 

 

3. Enlist another parent to read a book and write some practice questions. 
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4. Set up a meeting schedule for the team.  

 

5. Practice writing each title and author in under 30 seconds 

 

6. MOST IMPORTANTLY: have fun! This is an opportunity to work and talk with 

your child and his or her friends. It should be more fun than work!  

 

Sincerely,  

Brittany Wesner & Katie Perkey 

Clinton-Macomb Public Library 

2022 Booklist: 

  

Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo 

Before the Ever After by Jacqueline Woodson 

Bomb: The Race to Build--and Steal--the World's Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve 

Sheinkin 

Classified by Traci Sorell 

Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly 

Ikenga by Nnedi Okorafor 

Mighty Jack by Ben Hatke 

Timmy Failure: Mistakes Were Made by Stephan Pastis 

One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia 

Rise of ZomBert by Kara LaReau 

Sea Sirens by Amy Chu 

The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson 

 


