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BARD Mobile for Android Available

The following is an excerpt from a recent National Library 
Service for the Blind & Physically Handicapped press re-
lease:

The Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD) Mobile 
app is now available through Google Play for devices run-
ning Android OS 4.1 or later. The free app allows readers 
to download talking books from their NLS BARD accounts. 
Access to BARD is provided through local cooperating 
libraries. BARD contains nearly 65,000 books, magazines, 
and music scores in audio and braille formats, with new 
selections added daily.

"The BARD Mobile app allows searching, downloading, and reading books and 
magazines on one fully accessible, mainstream device," NLS director Karen 
Keninger said. "It’s a library in your pocket." NLS released a BARD Mobile app 
for iOS devices in 2013. The addition of an Android app "will give on-the-go 
access to an even larger number of patrons," Keninger said.

"BARD Mobile for Android continues our efforts to enhance the delivery and 
reading experience of NLS patrons," Keninger said. "Our iOS app has been 
very popular, with more than 36,000 mobile devices registered to use it. In 
the past year, demand for an Android version has increased dramatically. 
We’re pleased to be able to meet the needs of the growing number of our 

patrons who use Android mobile de-
vices."

For more information about BARD and 
BARD Mobile, please call the Macomb 
Library for the Blind at 586-286-1580 
or toll free at 855-203-5274.



2015 Tri-Regional Conference Highlights

From June 9th through June 11th, approximately 80 plus 
library staff members from the Midwest, North, and South 
regions of the United States met in the wonderful city of 
Indianapolis for the biennial regional conference.  Hosted by the 
Indiana Talking Book and Braille Library, we gathered to learn 
about new ideas and share our library experiences with our 
colleagues.

Staff from Washington D.C.’s National Library Service for the Blind 
& Physically Handicapped (NLS), spoke about future endeavors at the 
library. One thing that was made clear, as technology changes, we, as library 
staff, need to update ourselves on what new innovations are on the market.  
In the future, many more of our patrons will be tech savvy and NLS will work 
to add features into new equipment that will take advantage of advances in 
software products.  

NLS also strongly supports Braille readers on the service and will continue 
to move forward with finding a way to distribute refreshable Braille display 
equipment in the future.  This will take a lot of planning and the cost of 
equipment will need to drop a bit before this service can truly take shape.

The big news featured at the conference was the announcement that BARD 
Mobile is now available for Android devices.  Patrons can go to the Google 
Play store and download the free BARD Mobile application to use on Android 
OS 4.1 or later. 

Ideas were also shared from featured presenters to library peers about how to 
market our libraries and get the word out about our services.  

Colleagues also shared potential programming ideas. Most people seemed to 
agree that transportation is the biggest obstacle to offering programs in that 
so many patrons are unable to get transportation to our libraries in order to 
attend events.

All three days offered opportunities to learn what we can do to make our li-
brary service better.  Hopefully, you will see some of these ideas put into 
practice soon!  Stay tuned. . .



Computer
Classes

Updates on Computer Tutoring

In order to better serve our patrons who have questions 
regarding computers, iPhones, iPads, and similar devices, 
our computer tutor, Sharon, will be available most Tues-
days to help answer your enquiries. If you have a quick 
question or a request for in-house or phone tutoring, 
please call the library, at 586-286-1580. We will pass your 
contact information along to Sharon who will then contact 
you on the next available Tuesday. 

Assistive Technology Demonstrations

If you experience vision issues and were wondering what products might be 
available to assist you, please call our library to set up an appointment with 
Sharon.  She will be able to demonstrate and enable you to try different 
devices such as magnifiers, lamps, items for labeling medication, time 
management tools, reading and writing tools 
and more!

To set up an appointment for a personal-
ized demonstration at the library, please call 
586-286-1580 or toll free 855-203-5274.  
Please note: these items are for 
demonstration purposes only.  We do not 
sell any of these devices at the Library.

Used CCTVs Available

Our library currently has a few donated CCTVs available on a first call first 
served basis.  A CCTV allows you to enlarge a document onto a monitor for 
better viewing.  Please note, you will need to call the library first to let us 
know you are interested in one of these magnifying machines.  You will also 
need to make arrangements with a friend or family member to come to the 
library to take delivery of the machine. The machines are heavy and awkward 
to carry.

Also note, these CCTVs are older models.  Please feel free to make arrange-
ments to come to the library to test out the machine first, if you’d prefer.

Our phone number is 586-286-1580 or toll free 855-203-5274.



Veteran’s Benefits: A Mini-
Bibliography from the National 
Library Service

When members of the U.S. armed 
forces transition back to civilian life 
after serving their country, they 
must make their own arrangements 
for health care, insurance, educa-
tion, finances, and more. They have 
to work their way through a maze 
of programs and services to find out 
what assistance is available and how 
to apply. 

The first section of this mini-bibliog-
raphy lists general guides that discuss 
the needs and challenges facing vet-
erans and their families. The second 
section presents resource guides that 
provide specific information about 
programs. The third section covers 
the history of those programs. 
Recorded titles are available on digital 
cartridge, and/or the Braille and Au-
dio Reading Download (BARD) web-
site, https://nlsbard.loc.gov, which 
allows registered patrons to download 
digital talking books and audio maga-
zines. Digital braille is also available 
on BARD. 

Life after the Military
by Janelle Hill
A guide for veterans leaving the mili-
tary. Discusses the emotional and 
psychological challenges of becom-
ing a civilian and ways for families to 
cope with the change. Includes in-
formation on obtaining employment, 
furthering education, and manag-
ing finances. Lists relevant websites. 
2011.  DB 76698 

The Things They Cannot Say
by Kevin Sites 
Eleven veterans—including the au-
thor, an award-winning war cor-
respondent—discuss their combat 
experiences in World War II Europe, 
Vietnam, and the Middle East. They 
relate the difficulties of returning to 
civilian life and dealing with post-
traumatic stress disorder. Violence 
and strong language. Commercial 
audiobook. 2013.  DB 76432

After the War Zone:  A Practical 
Guide for Returning Troops and Their 
Families
by Laurie B. Slone and Matthew J. 
Friedman
Two experts in post-traumatic stress 
disorder address the needs of soldiers 
returning home after their tour of 
duty. The authors detail the emotion-
al cycle of deployment and common 
reactions to the trauma of war. They 
discuss case studies and the effect 
of community and family support on 
service members. 2008. DB 67380 

Resource Guides
Federal Benefits for Veterans, Depen-
dents, and Survivors
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
2012 summary of benefits provided 
to eligible individuals. Covers health 
care, service-related disabilities, pen-
sions, education and training, home 
loans, life insurance, burial and me-
morial benefits, transition assistance, 
and dependents and survivors. 2012.
DB 75377
DB 72994 (Spanish language, 2011 
edition)
BR 19606



Special Needs Families in the Military: 
A Resource Guide
by Janelle Hill and Don Philpott
Provides advice for military families 
dealing with special-needs children 
and adults. Discusses benefits and 
treatment options and highlights the 
importance of acting as an advocate 
for one's child. Includes resources 
section that lists support groups. 
2011.  DB 72224 

Military Mental Health Care
by Cheryl Lawhorne-Scott
Resource guide for U.S. military vet-
erans and their families provides 
information on medical treatment, 
rehabilitation, counseling, transition, 
and other care needed for mental and 
physical health. Includes informa-
tion on traumatic brain injury, post-
traumatic stress disorder, suicide, and 
other psychological issues. 2013. 
DB 76384

The Wounded Warrior Handbook:  A 
Resource Guide for Returning 
Veterans
by Don Philpott and Janelle Hill 
Second edition of a guide for injured 
U.S. military veterans and their fami-
lies provides information on medical 
treatment, rehabilitation, mental-
health counseling, family support, and 
transitioning to civilian life. Details 
benefits, taxes, and legal issues and 
discusses bereavement. Includes re-
sources and success stories. 2012.
DB 75316

History
The GI Bill:  A New Deal for Veterans
by Glenn C. Altschuler and Stuart M. 
Blumin 
Discusses the history of the Service-
men's Readjustment Act of 1944, 
commonly referred to as the GI Bill, 
and its 1945 revision. Details the 
significance of the GI Bill for veterans 
and the country after World War II. 
Includes background information on 
Veterans Administration home loans 
and on alleged gender and race bi-
ases. 2009.  DB 70331 

Best Care Anywhere: Why VA Health 
Care is Better Than Yours
by Phillip Longman 
Economic journalist posits that the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
hospitals offer services far superior to 
those in private-sector hospitals. Ex-
amines the VA system and advocates 
giving all Americans its high-quality, 
cost-effective health-for-life model of 
care. 2007. DB 65594

Vets under Siege:  How America De-
ceives and Dishonors Those Who Fight 
Our Battles
by Martin Schram 
Journalist examined the workings 
of the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs and deemed it understaffed 
and incompetent. Describes the ex-
periences of veterans seeking medi-
cal help and highlights the backlog 
of claims and the denial of benefits. 
Discusses some improvements, such 
as state-of-the-art hospitals, and of-
fers suggestions for further progress. 
2008. DB 67340



Reader Recommendations

Rita Taylor recommends the following three books:

The Heir by Paul Robertson
New England. Corruption and scandal taint the busi-
ness empire that Jason Boyer unexpectedly inherits 
from his late father Melvin. Facing intimidation by ruthless rivals and greedy 
politicians, Jason risks everything--his job, his marriage, and his life--to do 
what is right. Then he discovers Melvin's death was not an accident. 

Rita says there are a lot of twists and turns in this good story that keeps your 
interest. DB 68184

Don’t Shoot, It’s Only Me:  Bob Hope’s Comedy of History of the United 
States by Bob Hope
For almost half a century, Bob Hope has been entertaining American troops--
from World War II Europe to the Persian Gulf. This is his story of the fun, the 
laughs, the heartaches, and the dangers of entertaining the troops in Europe, 
Japan, Korea, Moscow, Vietnam, the Middle East, and elsewhere.

Rita recommends this book because it contains a lot of history starting from 
the 1920’s.  Surprises also – for example, the Hope team had to pay their 
own expenses while visiting the troops.  Rita really enjoyed the whole book.  
DB 31026

What’s So Funny: My Hilarious Life by Tim Conway
Emmy Award-winning comedian details his early life in the suburbs of Cleve-
land and nearly six decades in the entertainment industry. Shares reminis-
cences of other show-biz luminaries, including Steve Allen, Ernest Borgnine, 
Harvey Korman, and Don Knotts. Foreword by Carol Burnett.  Rita comments 
that this book is fun to listen to – everything about it is good!  DB 77694

Susan Perry recommends The Map Thief: The Gripping Story Of An Esteemed 
Rare-Map Dealer Who Made Millions Stealing Priceless Maps by Michael Bland-
ing.

Journalist investigates E. Forbes Smiley III (born 1956), a rare-maps dealer 
who was arrested in 2005 for stealing a rare map from Yale University. De-
tails Smiley’s childhood in New England, his early career, and what led him 
to his crime. Describes the impact on the rare-map community. 2014.  Su-
san says this was a good book addressing the history of the map trade.  She 
found it quite interesting. DB 79531



Clinton-Macomb Public Library Programs

Chapter One
Wed., Sept. 30 at 7 p.m. w Main 
Library
If are looking for something new to 
read or like to discuss books in a fun 
format, please join us for our semi-
annual booktalk program.  Four li-
brarians will 
recommend 
their favor-
ite titles over 
the last six 
months.  We 
will include 
fiction, nonfiction, and audio selec-
tions.  If you would like, you may 
bring a title to share with us!

If you would like to attend, please 
call us at (586) 226-5000 to register.  
Registration begins two weeks prior 
to the event.

Medicare 101
Tues., Sept. 22 at 10 a.m. w Main 
Library
A representative from Michigan Medi-
care/Medicaid Assistance Program 
(MMAP) will be here to discuss Medi-

care. Learn about 
the Who, What, 
When, Where, How 
and Why of Medi-
care. Handouts 
will be available 
for you to take 
home. There will 
be ample question 
and answer time 

and information on how to schedule 
appointments with a certified MMAP 
counselor if needed. 

If you would like to attend, please 
call us at (586) 226-5000 to register.  
Registration begins two weeks prior 
to the event.

Music at Main Concert Series
Join us for a free hour of 
music open to all ages.  No 
registration is required to 
attend these concerts. 

Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 7 p.m.: 
Ja Franco. 

Sunday, Nov. 8 at 2 p.m.: 
Swing Shift. 

Sunday, Dec. 6 at 2 p.m.: Great 
Lakes Chorus.  

Hours and Closings
All locations will be closed Sat., Sept. 
5- Mon., Sept. 7 for Labor Day.

All locations will be 
closed on Mon., Oct. 
12 for Columbus Day/
staff in-service day.

All locations will close at 6 p.m. on 
Wed., Nov. 25 and be closed on 
Thurs., Nov. 26 for Thanksgiving.

All locations will be closed Thurs., 
Dec. 24 and Fri., Dec. 25 and Thurs., 
Dec. 31 and Fri., Jan. 1.



FREE MATTER FOR THE BLIND
OR HANDICAPPED

MLBPH @ CMPL
40900 Romeo Plank Road
Clinton Township, MI 48038

Macomb Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped is a public service 
of the Macomb County Board of Commissioners.

Contact MLBPH

Phone: 586-286-1580
Toll-free: 855-203-5274

Frequently Used UEB Symbols

A four-page document titled Fre-
quently Used UEB Symbols is avail-
able for distribution to patrons. This 
braille document lists the most com-
monly used Unified English Braille 
symbols, arranged by category. If you 
would like a Braille copy, please call 
the library at 586-286-1580 and we 
will send one.
 
This document will also be reproduced 
in the September–October 2015 issue 
of Braille Book Review.

Macomb Blind Bowling League

The Macomb Blind Bowling League 
offers fun and friendship for visually 
impaired, blind, and sighted bowl-
ers.  The group meets on Wednesdays 
from 11:30 am until 
3:00 pm at Fraser Lanes.  
The cost is $10 per 
week.  Besides bowling, 
there are 50/50 raffles, 
mystery jackpots, and an 
end of season banquet.
 
The league is sponsored by eight dif-
ferent Lions Clubs. Sighted persons 
are also invited to join in the fun of 
bowling and to help with scorekeep-
ing and pin placement.  

To join and to get information on 
transportation to Fraser Lanes, please 
call Nathan at 586-296-2675.


