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All Things Teen: Audiobooks 

Mon, 3/1 2:14PM • 34:15 

Erin  00:25 
Hello, and welcome everybody to another episode of All Things Teen. And today I'm really excited to 
have with me Christine Pyles, who I've met a couple years ago. We have been on the great graphic 
novels committee together for the past two years. This year Christine's on Amazing Audiobooks. I'm 
very excited for her. The first two years that I was on a selection committee was on Amazing 
Audiobooks. I still love audiobooks today. So my goal today is if you are not a fan, and I know Christine 
is on board with this, if you are not a fan of audiobooks that maybe we can encourage you to try one 
out. And we're going to give you some really good titles, because I know one of the things that people 
worry about quite a bit is maybe that the narration isn't interesting, or it's or they really don't like the 
voice of the narrator. So we're going to talk a little bit about that. So welcome, Christine, and why don't 
you tell us what library you're from and a bit about your teen population? 
 
Christine  01:22 
Thanks, Erin. I work for the Euclid Public Library in Euclid, Ohio. And we serve about population about 
50,000 people. And our teens are right next door. So we have a middle school and a high school next 
door. And there are about 5000 teenagers in our community and being next door, we get to interact 
with them a lot. We have a lot of kids that come over and hang out after school, not so much during 
the pandemic. But I am excited to bring them back. And one of the books I'm going to talk about today. 
I can't wait to hand sell tickets. Like I just cannot wait to talk about this audio book. 
 
Erin  01:55 
I'm curious which one in particular you are going to talk, like that....that's one you mean, because I 
know the four that you're gonna chat with me about today. Do you want to start actually, what's 
what's the one that you're most excited to talk about? 
 
Christine  02:08 
Sure. So the one I'm really excited to talk to teens about is Stamped: Racism, Anti- Racism, and You by 
Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi. This audio book is read by Jason Reynolds and our kids know about 
Jason Reynolds because my staff and I can't stop talking about his books, he is just so incredible. But 
this audio book, I think, is kind of a cut above the rest because it sounds like Jason Reynolds is sitting 
right next to you and having a conversation with you. He does not talk above anyone's level I would say 
Stamped is appropriate for as young as fourth grade up through adults. And it's one of the most 
fascinating audiobooks I have read recently, I tend to read nonfiction audiobooks. Because I will never 
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sit down with a nonfiction book, I have to be honest, I'm not good at reading nonfiction. But if I read it 
on an audiobook, I will get through it. And this one I read all in one sitting in one day. And Jason 
Reynolds just goes through the history of racism from the beginning to the present and gives readers 
tools that they can use to fight antiracism in their community. It is part history book, part history book 
part call to action. And it's just an incredible book. And Jason Reynolds is our National Ambassador for 
Young People's Literature. And he deserves it. He is just incredible. And this audiobook is just amazing. 
I could really talk about it forever. But he just gives it a very conversational tone. And just seems like 
he's your friend telling you a story. It's just, it's such an engaging creation. 
 
Erin  03:45 
I love it too. He also has a really short audio that's like 20-30 minutes called For Everyone which is kind 
of an essay that he wrote, that's really just a joy to listen to. And it's very quick. This one is not that 
long, either. I believe it's under five hours. But, um, I really enjoyed this too. And his audiobooks, even 
if he doesn't read them himself. He has amazing people. He's really good friends with Dion Graham, 
who is a very well known narrator. They grew up together. And he read some of the track series, which 
I'm obsessed with the audio version track is amazing. So I'm excited that that's the one that you were. 
But I had I agree to I have that thing about nonfiction. Very rare that I can read a nonfiction book, I 
always usually tend to listen to them too. And it makes it more accessible because generally, the 
people that read nonfiction like they're…they're experts at making it sound engaging so that you are 
engaged by what they're talking about. I remember I listened to like the Sixth Extinction, which is not 
something that I could ever just read myself. But it was fascinating to actually listen to so... 
 
Christine  05:01 
My first, oh, sorry... 
 
Erin  05:03 
No, go ahead. 
 
Christine  05:03 
No, I was just gonna say something about nonfiction audiobooks, too is I remember them better. If I 
read something on audiobook, I can recite all of those facts to you. Like I read one of John Waters 
audiobooks where he talks about the production of all of his movies. And as soon as I was done with 
the chapter, I would go tell my boyfriend every single thing that happened in the chapter. So like, I just 
remember it better. And I think it's better for cognition, and for knowing, like being able to recite and 
know these facts, like if I sit down and read a book, I'm not going to remember what I read. But if I 
listened to the book, I'm definitely going to remember it. 
 
Erin  05:42 
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Yeah, I agree. I think that's true for me, too. It's…it's. And that's not necessarily true for fiction, because 
weirdly, I have a hard time when I recall audiobooks, remembering like timeline of things that 
happened. But I definitely agree with nonfiction that that is the case for me as well, to remember 
things a lot easier. And I listened to Educated by Tara Westover and I remember that really, really well 
like everything that happened in that audio. Interesting, but 
 
Christine  06:17 
Yeah, I read that on audio too. 
 
Erin  06:19 
I know, right? Wasn't that great? That's a title that our older teens might be interested in to listen to. 
It's really fascinating. Tara Westover is a, she, gosh, she went to Oxford, and she had a fellowship. But 
she came from a really under educated family, who didn't require their like their kids to go to school. 
And she basically taught herself and got into college. And so half her family or two of her older 
brothers did the same thing. And the rest of her families didn't, you know, graduate high school and 
kind of have different mentality. So it's fascinating. 
 
Christine  06:59 
I agree. 
 
Erin  07:00 
All right. I'm excited. My first one because I know that Christine also likes this is This is My America by 
Kim Johnson. And it kind of blew my mind, I didn't really know what to expect. I knew a little about the 
snap setups, but it was even so much more than I did. So it's kind of it's like social justice, mystery. Like, 
you know, racism, just so many different topics, rolled into one, it's kind of like, amazing. So it's set in 
Texas. And it's about this, this girl, Tracy Beaumont, who her father is in prison and on death row and 
handle less than a year before he is supposed to be put to death. And she's been writing innocence 
acts like every month for the last six or seven years that he's been on death row, to try to get him a 
lawyer to get him off. Because he is innocent. And basically, the town just wanted to put this this death 
of these two, like high profile citizens away easily, and they didn't care who they framed it on. They put 
it on him. And now she's dealing with this. But there's a there's a death of somebody in the town and 
her brother becomes accused of it. And so I really, at one point, I had no idea that this was going to be 
like tied together at all. And it was amazingly, and it was really well done. I was actually really surprised 
how that how that worked out. I don't know what are your thoughts about that one, Christine? 
 
Christine  08:36 
So I read this one on audiobook as well. And it's the great Bonnie Turpin. If you've read audiobooks, 
you're going to be familiar with Bonnie Turpin. And I was blown away by how seamlessly all of these 
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different style of book kind of came together just like you were, I loved the mystery aspect. I love the 
timeliness of the innocence X storyline. And Tracy is just such a strong character. She knows what she 
wants, she knows how to get it. She's very determined. And I feel like this book suffered from being a 
2020 release. It was released during the pandemic. And this book should have more recognition than it 
did receive, because it's just incredibly engaging. And it's a nice quick read, I read the audio books, I 
can't speak to the print version. But I flew through this audiobook and I couldn't wait to get to my next 
session. So I could continue reading. It's just... 
 
Erin  09:36 
I felt the same...to stop to do anything. I just wanted to keep listening to find out. So it is really fast 
paced. So those of you that you know are concerned maybe an audio will catch your attention. This 
one will definitely catch your attention. You want to know what's going on. You want to know who's 
responsible for murder. You want to see what's going to happen to Tracy and her family. So all right. 
Christine, what is your next title? 
 
Christine  10:02 
All right, my next title is Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas. And this is the follow up to The Hate U Give. 
And as 30-somethings that read The Hate U Give, I can only speak to myself. But I read and I was like, 
Maverick, what a good dad, that's very attractive. We're old enough now that we're into the parents. 
And when this book was announced, I was very excited to be able to read more about Maverick. And 
this is about him being a teenager, and a teenage dad. And the cool part about it is that he has always 
been a great dad from the beginning. And I love that we're able to see a male character who is doing 
what he needs to do for his family. And there, there are some issues with work and how he's earning 
his money in this book, but ultimately, it is a really fantastic story. And this is read by Dion Graham, 
who has read many, many books, I recently read Clean Getaway by Nick Stone. And yeah, he's the 
reader for that one, too. And what I love about his voice is that he gives distinct voices to all of the 
women. And they don't feel like caricatures. They actually feel like a woman's voice when he reads 
them. And sometimes when men read these women's voices, it can be kind of hokey, but he does such 
an amazing job with it. And if you like The Hate U Give, you're of course going to love Concrete Rose. 
And Maverick is just an amazing character. And I would read dozens of books about him. 
 
Erin  11:38 
I agree. I was, you know, I it's funny, I had to remind myself what the what this was about when it was 
coming out. I was like, all right, it's Maverick’s story. And I absolutely loved that he was such a good 
dad, like, that made me super happy that, you know, you see somebody growing up in poverty, and 
doing everything he can to help his mom out, because his dad is in prison. And he's just having a really 
hard time in general. And then he, you know, he learns he, he's the father of this kid that he had no 
expectations about at all. And you get to see his relationship with who he ends up marrying. But it's, 
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you get to see like the rocky aspect of he screwed up and he still thinks like, they have a chance and 
but there's like this trust that he has built back. So there's some really good side characters in this too. I 
loved his mom. I loved the store owner that he ends up working for the grocery store owner. He's um, 
you know, just trying to help him out. And Mavericks always thinking like, oh, this guy is always down 
on me. And I think of at the end, he's like, oh, you know, he cares about me, he cares about my future. 
So um, yeah, I really enjoy this. And I agree about Dion Graham. Reading, like women characters. They 
did every single one had a distinct voice. You didn't have to say, oh, who's talking now, like you knew 
was because the voices were distinct. It was awesome. I loved it so much. Oh, man, I have to think 
about oh, I know, my second one is going to be Legend Born, which is one I just finished. Have you 
listened to that yet? 
 
Christine  13:24 
I have not. But I'm excited. 
 
Erin  13:26 
Yes, you should be very excited. So if any of you teens have snuck and because Leo or Leigh Bardugo is 
known for writing, YA mostly…mostly teen books, but she wrote The Ninth House and this is very 
similar to that. So this is actually has to do with set on college campus with secret societies and magic. 
And it's really interesting, because I like both of them. I don't know if I I may be equally but for 
different reasons. Because Legend Born also brings in social justice and the main character, Bree 
Matthews. She actually she after her mom dies, she discovers that she has inherited magic. And some 
of it is from… from like eight generations ago. And it's blood magic that she's tied to. She also learns 
about root magic, which is magic that you can borrow from your ancestors. But of course, you can't 
keep it you return it because anytime you use magic, there's actually a cost to it. So this is super 
fascinating basically like she she's 16 so she gets into this college early college program at IU UNC 
Chapel Hill. And she sees all these legend born people who are fighting these demons and they try to 
like mesmer her to take away her memories because they're like, oh, she's just some random girl off 
the street, you know, we, we can't have her knowing about all these demons and everything going on. 
But one of her abilities is the fact that she can break mesmer so she remembers everything that's every 
time they've tried to, you know, erase memories, she still remember what happened, what happens. 
Um, so, because she actually goes to this party her first night there and this is like the very first thing 
that happens. She gets in trouble because the cops show up. And they decide to give her a peer 
mentor, Nick. Well, little unless you know that Nick is his legend born, and he he actually rejected his 
title. He doesn't want to have anything to do with secret society. But she's convinced that her mother's 
death could be tied to the society and a cover up because she realized that she was mesmerized at the 
hospital by a police officer who told her and her father that her mother was killed in a car accident. So 
she decides to kind of be his page and enter this tournament to try to become his actually can't 
remember the term... its basic...but as well these legends current characters are all based off of King 
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Arthur and, and Knights the Roundtable. So you become basically like your Knights aide. And so she's in 
this competition to become a Knights aide. And all of these crazy things are going on like she's going to 
school her dad's worried about her, her best friends like what's going on, you're showing up at like 1am 
like tore up with like dirt everywhere looking awful. And she's dealing with a secret society. And she 
and Nick kind of have this, you know, side romance. But his Merlin which is his maid who was 
mesmerized her was convinced she was evil, but then they kind of have like a, an attraction. So there's 
so much going on. But it's really well done, like the world building is really great. And I'm excited. This 
is the first one in a series. So I'm not sure how long the series will be. But I can't wait for Book Two. And 
it also has LGBTQIA characters, which is super awesome. So I'm super pumped about it. One of her 
good friends Greer is non binary, so I'm excited. 
 
Christine  17:44 
So I'm not a big fantasy person. But this one sounds like it blends the contemporary with the fantasy 
and the story differently. 
 
Erin  17:54 
I don't know if it's so funny because sometimes it's hard to tell the fine line between magical realism 
and fantasy. And this I honestly would say magical realism just because outside of this, like this, like 
secret society and magic. Everything else is normal going on in the world. So I but I magical realism is 
probably like my favorite genre. So I definitely feel like if you know, I don't think I'll talk about my other 
one, Call Down the Hawk. But if you like Maggie Stiefvater, which she's one of my favorite teen authors 
ever. She creates magical realism. And the Raven Boys in the second book for Call Down the Hawk, 
which is like the second trilogy in that vein is going to be coming out soon, so I can't wait for that. So 
what's your next title Christine? 
 
Christine  18:49 
So it's really tough. But I'm going to talk about Living Dead Girl by Elizabeth Scott. This book came out 
in 2008. So it is a little older. It's read by Kate Reinders. And you might be familiar with her because she 
recently read On the Cousins by Karen M. McManus she was one of the readers for that. Very good. 
But this one, I'm going to say there is some content warning and trigger warnings here. The main 
character, her name is Alice and she has kidnapped when she is 10. And repeatedly raped by a man 
named Ray, who kind of keeps her under lock and key and he threatens her that if she escapes, he's 
going to murder her family and you know, as a preteen and teen girl, you're going to take that very 
seriously. But she gets to the point where she'd rather die than continue to be with him. And he's 
constantly talking about how she's 15 now and that means she's getting a period and she's becoming a 
woman and he doesn't want anything to do with her so she resolves to find the next girl for Ray. She is 
going to find someone that he can groom and she can just go off and die. It is such, it is a heartbreaking 
story. And I really enjoy stories that are sad and heartbreaking. So that's why I'm talking about this one. 
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But it is I've never read anything on audiobook...on audiobook quite like this before, the reader does 
have a very young sounding voice, and it makes this sound like a teenager is actually reading it. I don't 
think Kate Reinders was a teenager at that time, but it really hits harder. When you read the 
audiobook, I did read it in print before and then I read the audiobook, but the audiobook is one that 
you will never forget. You will not forget. 
 
Erin  20:51 
The story sticks with you forever. 
 
Christine  20:54 
Yes, I think about it a lot. And I can hear Kate's voice in my head frequently because it's it's just so 
haunting. 
 
Erin  21:03 
I, you know, have heard of this book and know about it, but have never read or listened to it myself. So 
I'm adding it to my Goodreads right now. Because...I even though you know, sad and tragic books 
aren't my favorite, I really appreciate books that stay with you. And I have books like that too, that I 
every once in a while I think about something…something in the book just kind of I don't know, a spark, 
in my mind. And I think about it, I'm definitely gonna add this one to my to read list. I'm trying to think 
of it's so funny, I like give you my list, and I already don't even remember my last book. Oh, I know. It 
is... so my last one is Sky in the Deep by Adrian Young. This is her first book that she wrote, and I 
believe her, it's her fourth one that's coming out, it's the sequel to Fable that just came out this past 
year. That is also really good. But Sky in the Deep sits with me too. And in different ways. I really like 
really subtle slow burn romance. And that has it in this this is like light fantasy because the world her 
books are light fantasy world building is usually you get a sense that it's historical almost, because they 
don't have the technology or anything like that it's you know, like old worlds. There's usually some sort 
of magic that exists in sky in the deep south, so much magic. But there are different kind of factions of 
people or they even kind of are described as races, different races, but they don't...their appearance 
isn't really different, or based on geography or anything like that. It's just, you know, different factions 
of people. So they are at war and main character finds out that her brother is still alive. She thought 
that he died in the last battle that they had. And he's living with the enemy faction. And she because 
she knows he's alive, she decides that she's got to go rescue him and find out what's going on. And so 
at first she's basically treated like a slave, and she has to work for this family that he lives with. And 
they treat him like his family. He's...he's fit in now. And he's like part of their society. And she's very 
strong willed and doesn't want she wants him to come back and doesn't want to acclimate to the 
society the slowly over time, they begin to trust her. And she has this tension with Fisk who's like the, 
the male leader of the household. And like the oldest brother who's around her brother's age, he gets 
her out of trouble sometimes When, when, like, there's one time they went out hunting and she is 
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tied...stripped and tied to a tree so that animals can eat her. Like he finds her like brings her back. So 
like, you know, not not not happy things happen to her very often. But it's just really striking that she's 
so fiercely determined. And you know, she has, she has all these ideas about what's right. And she 
begins to realize that that is how she was taught and grew up. And that may be it doesn't matter that 
they're different races and different factions, and that they actually have a common enemy and they're 
going to have to come together to work to get rid of the common enemy, so I'm kind of obsessed with 
it. It was, I just really enjoyed it so much.  
 
Christine  25:05 
I've never heard of this book, but I'm looking it up right now. And I don't think Tracy Chi, Roshani 
Chokshi or Renee Ada would stare steer us wrong, right? They're the ones that have blurbed the book 
and I'm like, Oh, I'm intrigued. 
 
Erin  25:19 
Yeah, so I've been a fan. I've listened to all of ever, I would listen to this for Amazing Audiobooks when 
it first came out, and it was on our list. So every single time Adrian young has an audio book, come out 
and listen to it. She always has really great new readers that read her stuff. Alright, so we have 
Christine's final book. What are you going to talk about? 
 
Christine  25:46 
My final book is American Street by Ibiza Boy. And this book was shortlisted for the National Book 
Award a few years ago. And the audiobook is read by Robin Miles and Robin Miles is an elite audiobook 
reader. She I think, is fluent in 30 different dialects, like she can do 30 different unique dialects of 
voices. And in this book, the main character is Fabiola and she had her mother leave Haiti to live with 
her aunt in the United States. But Fabiola mom is detained by US immigration and fabula has to go it 
alone with her aunt and her cousin Shantel, Donna and Princess in Detroit. There is a romance in the 
story. But the book truly shines as an audiobook. I can hear Robin Miles as Fabiola in my head right 
now, because she just does such an incredible job with this book. I did meet Ibiza Boy a few years ago, 
and I asked her you know how she got hooked up with Robin Miles and she said, oh, our kids come to 
school together. Yeah. And it's so funny. I did buy a copy of the book and print. My boyfriend read it. 
And he really enjoyed it. And I went to this author visit and she signed the book for me. But if I ever 
read the book again, I'm doing the audiobook again. Because it was just... 
 
Erin  27:08 
I actually own audiobook on Audible. Like I purchased it because... 
 
Christine  27:11 
So have you read I haven't read it yet? 
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Erin  27:14 
Yes, I did. But honestly, I want to re-listen to it. Because I feel like there's a lot that I don't remember. I 
mean, I remember. And of course being from Michigan, like this was a lot of I think it was like one of 
the statewide read books that was like chosen. And so there was like, all these book discussions about 
it. Um, but yeah, so I was like trying really hard to recognize, like aspects of like living in Detroit. Being 
not far from Detroit myself. So  
 
Christine  27:51 
Well, and I think this one is much different than This is My America but they also are similar in some 
ways, a lot of the same themes of longing and loss and all of that. So I would even pair these two 
together even though they are quite different.  
 
Erin  28:08 
Yeah, for sure. Yeah. There has been like a few I would say kind of themed of either getting separated 
through immigration or something like that lately, like Elizabeth Acevedo Clap When You Land that was 
really great. 
 
Christine  28:28 
And Sanctuary by Paula Mendoza. 
 
Erin  28:31 
Yeah, I have that right now. And I haven't read it yet. 
 
Christine  28:36 
Have your tissues ready. It's gonna be a tough one.  
 
Erin  28:38 
Did you read that or did you listen to an audio?  
 
Christine  28:40 
I listened to that one on audiobook.  
 
Erin  28:42 
Okay, maybe I'll try the audio.  
 
Christine  28:43 
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And it's very tough. Like I when it was time for me to engage in another listening session. I'm like, no, I 
kind of don't want to be because it seems like it's so heavy. 
 
Erin  28:54 
I've been listening to a lot of heavy stuff right now. So I'm just going to do a silly like rom com next I'm 
going to do the third book in the Ashley Poston Once Upon a Con series, which is like Bookish and the 
Beast, which is really silly, fun block that I love, but it's funny and just makes me super happy. So that's 
on my agenda before I get into more hardcore stuff. 
 
Christine  29:21 
We'll have a palate cleanser ready. When you're done with Sanctuary. 
 
Erin  29:24 
You'll need one baby then I'll listen to Boyfriend Material, because I've heard that's really good. And I 
haven't listened to that one yet, 
 
Christine  29:30 
Yeah. And Happily Ever Afters. I've heard good things about that one as well. 
 
Erin  29:35 
Yeah. Oh, so the one thing I want to talk about before we wrap this up is so we want to encourage you 
to try to listen to audio. Clinton-Macomb has Overdrive and also hoopla which you can download 
audiobooks to your phone or device and that makes listening so much easier. The other thing is if you 
think something is too slow, or too fast, you can actually change the speed of how of the narration 
itself, which I find super helpful Legend Born, you know, I find that books that are generally set in the 
south tend to be read a little bit slower. And in the north, we talk a little bit faster. So I always have to 
speed those up. I had to, you know, speed that up. So 1.2 times the speed just so I could listen to it 
comfortably. I could have potentially even and jack that up even faster. But Christine, what do you 
want to say, to encourage people to try an audiobook?  
 
Christine  30:36 
Well, first, I need to say that audiobooks are real reading. Don't let anybody tell you that reading an 
audio book is cheating, or it's a shortcut or anything like that, because it is in fact reading. And like I 
mentioned earlier, I remember more than what I would have reading a book in print. Audiobooks 
require you to use different parts of your brain to synthesize the information and to process it. And it is 
a valid form of reading. So if anyone ever tells you that it is not get on that soapbox and argue with 
them, a couple Christmases ago, I had to argue with my dad about it, because he's like, I can't believe 
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you read all these audiobooks, it's not reading, it is definitely reading. Don't anybody tell you anything 
different. 
 
Erin  31:22 
It is, you know, you have to focus on the story itself, you wouldn't have the story, even though I'm just 
being read to you, you wouldn't actually be able to, if you weren't retaining any of that you wouldn't 
have the story yourself. So, um, and it can really the ones that we've mentioned today are heightened 
by narration, every once in a while I do find one that I prefer actually reading myself, but a lot of the 
time, especially recently, they do a really good job of pairing, narrator with the story, so that it's like, it 
basically just makes it that much better and more engaging. And I'd say if you like to listen to music, 
switch it switch out and audiobooks on time. So it's really great when you have any sort of craft project 
going on any sort of like passive activity that you're doing, you work out to music, you can actually 
work out to an audiobook, I've, I've done that quite a bit. And a lot of times because I can't not listen to 
it, I need to know what's going on in the story. So I'm gonna keep listening. I do it while I'm cooking. I 
do it while I'm doing the laundry just all the time. So if you're old enough to drive you can listen while 
you're driving.  
 
Christine  32:30 
Well, I have a good suggestion to have a starter book if you're looking to get started with audiobooks 
and you're not sure where to go Solo by Kwame Alexander is the good starter because there are 
actually songs in that audio book that are performed as part of the book. So if you're trying to 
transition from music to audiobook, that would be a great one. 
 
Erin  32:51 
I love that one. And Swing was really good, too. Swing kind of came out of nowhere with how it ended. 
But yeah, Kwame Alexander's books are great to listen to. It's almost like I think he is. And that kind of 
like artists, not only an author, but like, he thinks about how people would hear something. He's very 
poetic writer, but I loved that they included music in that which made sense because it was about a 
musician who was a son of a musician too. So that's a great recommendation. I love that. 
 
Christine  33:26 
It's a good one. 
 
Erin  33:27 
All right, everyone. Thank you so much for checking in today and listening to Christine and I gush about 
how much we love audiobooks. This may have to be something that we do every…every so often to 
encourage the reluctant audiobook listeners. 
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Christine  33:45 
Hey, I'll be ready for a part two whenever you're ready. 
 
Erin  33:48 
Excellent. Thank you so much for joining me. 
 
Christine  33:50 
Thank you for having me.  
 
Erin  33:52 
Yep. bye everybody. 


