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Amy  00:17 
Hello, everyone. Thank you for joining us for our December podcast. My name is Amy and I'm an Adult Services 
librarian. And with us is Lisa from Children's Services, and Celia from Tech Services. And we are going to talk 
about, we're going to wrap up 2021. Right. That's the plan, we're going to talk about some of the high circulating 
items and some of the things we loved and sort of take it from there and see where the conversation goes. Who 
wants to start? 
 
Lisa  00:48 
I don't mind starting. So I'm a children's perspective. What we really noticed, notice in every year is that a lot of 
the series books tend to all rise to the top. It's you find that series, and you have to read every single one. So on 
our list of the top 50 items that have circulated or check out in 2021 you have the entire Dog Man series, have 
the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series. You have Everything Written by Raina Telgemeier. And you have all of Percy 
Jackson's Lightning Thief series. So that first Lightning Thief and Sea of Monsters and whatnot for that. Which is 
really interesting, because that picks up about 40 of the top slots. 
 
Amy  01:44 
I'll tell you my eight year old is she started third grade this year saying I don't I don't like to read mommy and 
now we can't keep her in enough like, I need Jeff Kinney to write more Diary of a Wimpy Kid I'm gonna need 
more Dog Man's. 
 
Lisa  01:59 
Great.  
 
Amy  02:00 
If there could be more Baby Sitter's Club graphic novels, that'd be great. 
 
Lisa  02:05 
I'll be honest, that was the series that I was surprised didn't make it into the top 50 list because we can't keep 
those in either. And especially with Netflix releasing the Baby Sitter's Club TV series. It's been extremely popular. 
And the best part is those are all illustrated by Raina Telgemeier also, so you have all of her original books, and 
then some Baby Sitter's Club books. So, I'm hoping for 2022 that we see those break into the top 50.  
 
Celia  02:38 
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I started reading those they were they're delightful. It's kind of a fun little visit to the Baby Sitter's Club, if you 
read the originals when they came out and then haven't read them since. And especially if you're keeping up on 
the TV show. 
 
Amy  02:53 
I feel like I missed Baby Sitter's Club. Like I feel like at my age they came out when I was too old for them.  
 
Lisa  03:01 
You did  
 
Amy  03:01 
Everyone after we read every single one. And were obsessed with them. 
 
Lisa  03:05 
And the reason you I know this is because we would go to the bookstore every month. And you and I are the 
same age, Amy. So, I would buy the Sweet Valley High book that came out that month.  
 
Amy  03:17 
Yes! 
 
Lisa  03:17 
Because they released every month, of course. And we knew which Friday it was or which Tuesday, and my 
sister who's a year and a half younger than me would buy the Baby Sitter's Club. And the only reason I read 
them was because I had her in the house. It wasn't something that I was going to pick up on my own to start 
with.  
 
Amy  03:35 
That's fair. Yeah, fair.  
 
Lisa  03:37 
And then the other interesting thing about the children's top 50 list is we have a lot of school challenges and 
grade level challenges. We have a preschool picks program where we encourage parents of preschoolers in 
younger to read a selection of 100 books. We have a 50 in First Grade challenge where we encourage first 
graders to read and be read to a series of 50 books we have a Kindergarten Challenge where we encourage 
families to read together 100 books and the bottom half of the list is filled with those sporadically throughout. 
Some of my favorites are Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus. You know you have to love Mo Willems. The Day 
the Crayons Quit. The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Brown Bear Brown Bear what do you see? We Are in a Book by 
Mo Willems. It's an Elephant and Piggy book. And If You Give a Mouse a Cookie. 
 
Celia  04:42 
That's great. 
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Amy  04:45 
We...I love the end of the year list to see what's popular because inevitably I am always shocked by something 
so before I dive into adult books, I wanted to talk about movies and Blu Rays a little bit so the top circulating 
movie of last year with 362 circulations which is practically one a day, if you think about it, is News of the World, 
starring Tom Hanks. And I knew about this movie and I knew it was popular, but I didn't know it was that 
popular. So, then I had to look up what it was about. So, um, it's five years after the end of the Civil War, and 
Captain Jefferson Kyle Kid crosses paths with a 10-year-old girl, taken by the Kiowa people forced to return to 
her aunt and uncle Kid agrees to escort the child across the harsh and unforgiving plains of Texas. However, the 
long journey soon…soon turns into a fight for survival as the traveling companions encountered danger at every 
turn, both human and natural. It sounds a lot like True Grit to me. Um, but that is the most popular movie, 
followed by Wonder Woman 1984. And then number three, I don't think I ever heard of and I ordered movies 
this year, so I must have but um, it's called Let Him Go. And it started Kevin Costner and Diane Lane. If you guys 
even heard of this movie? 
 
Lisa  06:13 
No.  
 
Celia  06:14 
I bought more copies. 
 
Lisa  06:19 
Yeah, I feel like I've lived in a hole for movies for the past year and a half. 
 
Amy  06:23 
I mean, that's fair. That's fair. But I was shocked that that was number three on the list. It's about...well, I'll read 
the description again, following the loss of their son, a retired sheriff and his wife leave their Montana ranch to 
rescue their young grandson from the clutches of the clutches of a dangerous family living off the grid in the 
Dakotas. I mean, who knows what happens in this? So those are the three most circulating movies of this year, 
which was surprising to me. Very surprising. 
 
Lisa  07:00 
When I glanced through the rest of the top 50 I see a lot of people in our community did what I did during 
COVID, and COVID is still going on, so I'm not saying it's over. But one of the things we did was we checked out 
every single Marvel Universe movie. So that's 23 movies.  
 
Amy  07:20 
Yeah,  
 
Lisa  07:21 
you know, throughout the year and a half and went through that series. And then I don't know why but one of 
our comfort movies is the Harry Potter series. And no matter how many times it's on TV, we will just leave it on 
TV, and watch it again. And it looks like our community feels the same way. 
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Amy  07:40 
Well, this is a good time to tell to remind them again about binge boxes, which are either complete series TV or 
movies, or a collection of DVDs on a particular theme like Thank you, Steven Spielberg, or who done its or things 
like that. So, if you're like Lisa, and you like to binge, you should definitely check out some of our binge boxes. 
But for now, available at all three locations. 
 
Celia  08:09 
Yes, indeed. So, something else that's pretty cool from the books across the board is actually the…the three of 
us started a community initiative this year that we are calling one topic, two communities, three books, and we 
will be continuing it last year. This year, we had conversations and programs and book discussions around the 
topic of race. And all three of our book selections ended up on the top 50 lists for this year, which is very 
exciting. And our adult book selection, The Vanishing Half by Brett Bennett, which is an excellent book.  
 
Amy  08:46 
It's so good.  
 
Celia  08:47 
So good, was actually our number one circulating title in adult fiction at 366 circulations this year. 
 
Amy  08:57 
So I ran the numbers again yesterday, because I was looking for things for something other than this podcast, 
and it's now at like 421, I think or something like that. Yeah. So, it's still circulating, like crazy. 
 
Celia  09:14 
It was the Battle of the Books pick for this year as well. So, you know, we definitely had some, some chances for 
people to read it. But the other two books that we featured, were a picture book called Sulewe. And that was 
about it was in the top 30. And then our teen book Ghost Boys was also in the tap. Let's see. Yeah, it's been one. 
So that's, that's very exciting.  
 
Amy  09:44 
That's awesome.  
 
Celia  09:45 
And if you've missed Sulwe, the illustrator who did it does a lot of animation and working with movies. So, the 
illustrations are absolutely gorgeous. 
 
Amy  09:57 
Sulwe is a stunning book just to look at 
 
Celia  10:00 
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Absolutely. Well, I was going to talk about some, some popular music CDs that came out this year like our 
movies, music CDs were hit pretty hard in the sense of release dates were moved back or people released them 
as streaming or as EPs instead of as physical CDs. But we did still have some good releases this past year. And we 
definitely have some…some classic rock fans in our community.  
 
Amy  10:34 
We sure do. 
 
Celia  10:35 
Yes, we do although our number one circulating was still now That's What I Call Music number 76. And the one 
before that 75 And the two after we're up to 78 now and they're all in the top 10 here. So 
 
Amy  10:53 
Are these by the original artists are they covers? 
 
Celia  10:57 
They're by the original artists.  
 
Amy  10:58 
Oh, okay.  
 
Celia  10:59 
Yeah, yeah. The Kidz Bop ones are definitely covers though. 
 
Amy  11:02 
I mean, certainly, yes. 
 
Celia  11:04 
I did not look at the juvenile CDs, but I imagine Kidz Bop is right up there. Um, some of our other really popular 
ones were Taylor Swift Evermore. Medicine at Midnight by the Foo Fighters. We had McCarthy number three by 
Paul McCarthy and Music to be Murdered By which was Eminem's release. Not surprising.  
 
Amy  11:29 
Nice.  
 
Celia  11:30 
Yeah. Yeah. 
 
Amy  11:32 
You know, we were talking about The Vanishing Half being the…the number one circulating book, it's funny 
because we were going through the list and literally, the top 50 the next 49 are all books from our Bestsellers 
Club authors. So, the James Patterson's and Danielle Steel's and I mean, too many for me to name. So, I started 
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to dig a little deeper beyond that. And another title that was, came soon after the Bestsellers Club authors was 
Such a Fun Age by Kylie Reed. I read that last this year, this was a…another great book that I really loved. It's, it's 
a debut novel. And it came out on December 31 of 2019. So, it's a little bit older. But it tells a story of a young 
black woman who takes the child she is babysitting to the store late at night at the mother's request. And 
because the child is white, she's accused of kidnapping her. And it's sort of about the aftermath of that 
experience in her relationship with the family. And it's just, it's an incredibly important read, I think. But it's also 
a book that I devoured just because there are really funny moments that are really touching moments. So, I 
think that one was like number 51 or 52 on the list, I don't remember. But it's another great fiction book that 
people are still talking about. And then Crawdads is still in the top 100. Like, Where the Crawdads Sing is the 
book that will never die. Because it's been in the top for years now I feel like. And the fact that they're turning it 
into a movie this year just guarantees that it'll stay there.  So yeah, yeah, not at all. And then I'll do a quick plug 
for nonfiction as well. The most circulated nonfiction was, of course, A Promised Land by Barack Obama. I 
listened to this this year, and it's incredibly long, but it was so nice to hear his voice again and hear him telling 
these the stories about not only his time in office, but how he got there and the…his life before he was 
President. And then the second most popular nonfiction book, I know we did in our nonfiction book club, it was 
called the Stranger in the Woods: The extraordinary story of America's last hermit, which I haven't read, but 
everyone who has says is fascinating. It's about a guy who in 1986, in his mid-20s, just decided he preferred to 
be alone, and walked into the woods and Maine in and didn't come out or speak to another person for about 30 
years. So interesting to say the least.  
 
Celia  13:21 
Not gonna help. 
 
Lisa  14:25 
What I found interesting about the Adult Nonfiction list is you have all of the interesting stories, the memoirs, 
that type of thing. And then coming in at number, where are we? Number 36 is the Master the SAT 2020. So, it's 
just a reminder and applaud that you have all these great stories that you can listen to, and they feel like fiction, 
but they're still real people having these experiences, but we also have the learning part for all ages. So, your 
SAT, your MCAT, all of your test prep, it's, it's a great resource. And then if you're more of an online person, 
please visit our live Homework Help link on our website, it takes you to tutor.com. And there are all kinds of 
practice tests and questions and ways to help get you ready for those big tests.  
 
Celia  14:27 
We've also got Investing for Dummies on that nonfiction list too. So, you know, got all of that series as well for 
which are great books for learning new things or just catching up on knowledge. Yeah. 
 
Amy  15:43 
I'm sort of scrolling through the books that I read this year real fast to see if I could name what my favorite one 
was, and I don't think I can. 
 
Celia  15:50 
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That's a really hard thing to do on that spot. I mean, it's a really hard thing to do overall, but it's a hard thing to 
do on the spot.  
 
Amy  15:59 
For sure.  
 
Celia  16:00 
Yeah.  
 
Lisa  16:01 
Well, I'm gonna, are you going to Celia?  
 
Celia  16:04 
Nope.  
 
Lisa  16:05 
Okay, so I'm going to talk about teen. And it's really interesting because teen continues what children's did in 
that a lot of the series and really popular authors, people tend to binge and read the whole thing. What's unique 
about it is it doesn't include the graphic novels, like you would see with the kids. So, they're actually moving 
more to straight chapter books and heavier chapter books. And it's a lot of books from 10 to 20 years ago that 
just stuck around. The newest series that hits the top 50 with all the books are the ones by Sarah Moss, her 
Throne of Glass. And it's been extremely popular this year. Crown of Midnight, Heir of Fire... Number one title 
checked out this year was the Hate U Give.  
 
Amy  17:02 
Still,  
 
Lisa  17:03 
And the sequel, which is Concrete Rose came in at number 25. Now, from my you know, 46 year old self, you 
have the Twilight series, all hitting the top 50 You have Hunger Games hitting the top 50 Maze Runner, 
Divergent. And just about everything John Green. 
 
Amy  17:27 
Is The Grace Year on the list?  
 
Lisa  17:29 
I don't know.  
 
Amy  17:32 
I read The Grace Year this year from teen. It's um, I don't know where I probably heard about it like at the lunch 
table or something. I don't know where I heard about it. But it's a YA title.  
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Lisa  17:42 
No, it's not on the list.  
 
Amy  17:44 
It was it came out in 2019. So, it's a couple of years old. I loved this book. I was like they need to make this into a 
movie. It's a cross between like The Hunger Games and The Handmaid's Tale. And it was it was good people 
should read.  
 
Lisa  18:01 
I'm going to be honest, that's an awesome title, but almost everything in the top 50 is an older title. I don't know 
if us adults coming to read all the teen books because they are just awesome. Or if the teen books are just 
growing, the teens are growing into the books that we love because they weren't great up when we read them 
and like 2000s and early 2010s now are just sticking around. The Outsiders is still on this list. We come in at 
number 19 
 
Amy  18:32 
I wonder if it's a school assignment. 
 
Lisa  18:35 
Outsiders and Book Thief are probably school assignments. But  
 
Amy  18:40 
Yeah, interesting,  
 
Lisa  18:42 
really interesting seeing what this list looks like.  
 
Celia  18:45 
Number six on the list The Cousins that's kind of a newer trend in YA, which is this YA contemporary thrillers. 
And so this is Kate, Kate or Katie I think Kate McManus so she read wrote One of Us is Lying, which was like a 
What did they say? Pretty Little Liars meets the Breakfast Club. 
 
Amy  19:06 
Did you guys watch the series? It's also a series now I binged it in like a day and a half. 
 
Celia  19:12 
Was it good? 
 
Amy  19:13 
It was good. It's different than the book because I read the book this year too. It's got to be different than the 
book for season two. 
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Celia  19:21 
Exactly. Well, the cousins is her latest book. And that was that was fascinating. I did not did not guess the 
ending. So that's always a good sign in a thriller. My last thing to talk about our is our board game collection, 
which is a very popular high circing collection. And half the time when new games come in I'm like I've never 
heard of us but that doesn't stop me, you know. It's great for people who want to try out new games but don't 
really want to commit to buying one or if you want to check out your favorite and play it but by funnily enough, 
our top circling board game is Mermaid Island, a cooperative game for kids. And then of course, we've got some 
classic Disney Apples to Apples and Candyland and Exploding Kittens, the Catan games so there's…there's a lot 
of good stuff on there. Taco versus Burrito comes in at number two. And then at number three is a game called 
the Genius Square, which I don't know much about. But the board game collection, definitely it does. Well, 
we've got a lot of games, it just keeps growing. So I invite you all to check it out. We have different games at all 
of our locations, and you can place them on hold and have them transferred also. 
 
Amy  20:46 
We should also stress that it's…it's a collection for all ages. So, while we do have you know Candyland, we have 
games that aren't designed for three-year-olds as well. So 
 
Celia  20:56 
Absolutely, yes, we have some that are definitely. Definitely long  
 
Amy  21:03 
More mature.  
 
Celia  21:05 
Yeah, that's a good way to put it. Um, well, I would say more intense, strategically. They take a long time. And 
there are games that my board game playing family would love to Yeah.  
 
Amy  21:21 
All right.  
 
Lisa  21:22 
One last major collection none of us have touched on is video games. So, I'll be honest, as a Nintendo switch 
user, I have played a lot of the games that have made the top 50 
 
Amy  21:35 
Do we circulate Animal Crossing? 
 
Lisa  21:38 
We do. In fact, Animal Crossing came in at number six, which is lower than I thought 
 
Amy  21:43 
I'd have guessed number one, to be honest, what's number one? 



   - 10 - 

 
Lisa  21:46 
It's Super Mario 3D All Stars. I'll be honest, Mario holds strong.  
 
Amy  21:52 
Absolutely  
 
Lisa  21:53 
every single Mario game that comes out during the year will end up in the top 50 
 
Amy  21:58 
is Just Dance on the list. I feel that those hold strong too 
 
Lisa  22:01 
Just Dance on the list and not just from this year. 2021 came in at number 16 and 2019 came in at 24 
 
Amy  22:11 
My my eight year old again asked for 2022 for Christmas. So Just Dance is not going anywhere. 
 
Lisa  22:18 
Well, and I'll be honest, it's a fun game for the family or for party games. Not that we have tons of parties right 
now. But it feels like exercise a little bit and it's fun. So, it's a great game for the winter. 
 
Amy  22:31 
During shutdown. I used to tell my daughter I would catch myself saying get off the computer play Just Dance. 
Which is still on the computer! 
 
Lisa  22:43 
If you're an Xbox or Playstation user, Call of Duty Black Ops Cold War came in at number two. And then 
everything else seems for…for the most part seems to be kiddish. So, all of the LEGO games made the top 50. 
Anything Mario. My favorite game from actually 2020 And it looks like it's stuck around was Paper Mario The 
Origami King. That one that is worth. It's an RPG game that you can pull out and play with one player two player. 
And you work through all the worlds as Mario is paper and saving the kingdom.  
 
Amy  23:22 
Olympics Mario make the list? 
 
Lisa  23:25 
 Actually, I don't see that one. 
 
Amy  23:28 
That's surprising. 
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Lisa  23:29 
Mario Party makes it.  
 
Amy  23:31 
Fair enough.  
 
Lisa  23:33 
And then the one that I always love more recently is the Pokémon sword and shield game. They just came out 
with a new set of Pokémon. I think it's super pearl super something. Yes, there's so much fun to play through. So 
if you're looking for a Christmas present, I highly recommend 
 
Amy  23:53 
Can I give one piece of parenting advice on the Pokémon games. There's so fun and they're so great. But when 
we bought it for our daughter it was before she was a reader. There is a lot of reading in these games. So be 
prepared to sit and read for them. Or wait until they can. 
 
Lisa  24:13 
There is but I'll be honest, you said the same thing about Animal Crossing. 
 
Amy  24:18 
Also true. True. Now that she's a reader I don't care about these things as much. 
 
Lisa  24:25 
Have you played Animal Crossing with the update, Amy? 
 
Amy  24:29 
We haven't yet we're saving it for holiday break when we're all home for two weeks.  
 
Lisa  24:33 
It is so much fun.  
 
Amy  24:35 
I've heard great things. 
 
Lisa  24:36 
If you were a 2020 Animal Crossing user, it's highly worth picking up again whether on a break or in the winter 
while you're bored. You can do the free update where you can now cook and find mushrooms and travel the 
secret islands and grow crops or there is a paid update that you can get where you can design vacation homes. 
Also fun.  
 
Amy  25:01 
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Celia, did you play?  
 
Celia  25:03 
No.  
 
Amy  25:04 
Oh, I thought you were crossing buddies.  
 
Celia  25:07 
No. 
 
Lisa  25:08 
She did not visit our islands.  
 
Celia  25:11 
Yeah, I do not have a gaming system yet. Who knows? Maybe someday. 
 
Amy  25:17 
Yeah. Fair enough. 
 
Lisa  25:19 
I know. It's just fun games for me. 
 
Amy  25:22 
Oh. Should we wrap this up? 
 
Lisa  25:27 
Yeah, we should. 
 
Amy  25:28 
I think we just want to say thanks for listening and thanks for coming in and navigating 2021 with all of us. We 
know it was an odd year just like 2020 was. But we're all looking forward to 2022 and we hope to see you in the 
library. 
 
Lisa  25:49 
Great. Have a great New Year, and we'll see you next year everybody. 
 
Amy  25:53 
Bye.  
 
Lisa  25:54 
Bye. 


